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DicitaLis (continued ):—Medicinal virtues 
discovered in plants by the poor. Dr. Wi- 
thering’s memoir on digitalis. Diuretic 
qualities of digitalis. Consultations on its 
administration, Dropsical effusions, Cir- 
cumstances under which they should be 
treated with digitalis. Its mode of action. 
Effect of the recumbent position on the 
operation of digitalis. Sensations produced 
by the medicine. Its combination with other 
drugs. Extent beyond which it should 
not be administered. Effects when con- 
tinued to excess, Its production of saliva- 
tion. Poisoning with it at a dispensary. 
Its employment as a cutaneous medicament. 
GentLemMen :—Several remedies which are 

now highly appreciated, have been intro- 

duced into our list of Materia Medica in 
consequence of their having been employed 
by the humbler classes of society, to some of 
whom accident, or some obscure tradition, 
had revealed their uses. It has generally 
been along time before notice has been taken 
of them, or their virtues have been recognised 
by the profession. Some medical men, ac- 
customed to a particular routine of practice, 
never step out of their beaten track ; others, 
again, look with detestation upon anything 
that comes under the denomination of a 
novelty ; some are too busy; others, again, 
laugh with incredulity at the marvellous 
tales that are told them ; whilst others, also, 
“ Hear, with a disdainful smile, 
“ The short and simple annals of the poor.’’ 

Yet I would have you always pause before 
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you reject the reports that may reach you. 
Reflect how vast have been the advantages 
to society of the presence of some inquiring 
mind, capable of seizing every important 
fact, of separating truth from falsehood, and 
of appreciating the value of the information 
that is offered ; remember that “ great events 
from little causes spring.” How many men 
of first-rate medical ability, living in Glou- 
cestershire, must have heard and known 
that in that county the milkers of the cows 
were not liable to the contagion of the 
small-pox, but they were subject to a 
certain disorder, incidental to their occupa- 
tion, which they considered to be a pro- 
tection from that loathsome pest which slew 
its thousands; but it was reserved for 
Jenner to avail himself of this extraordi- 
nary and wondrous phenomenon, to investi- 
gate the consequences to which it might 
lead, and hence to obtain for himself a repu- 
tation which, I am persuaded, must be to 
your young and ardent minds the dearest 
blessing that life can give, and which the 
intellectual being feels is more delightful 
than the laurels that deck the brow of the 
successful warrior, or the loud shouts that 
echo upon the ear of the present idol of a 
people’s worship. 

Dr. Witnrrine owes the warm esteem of 
his contemporaries, and the grateful venera- 
tion which posterity attaches to his name, 
to)his patient inquiry into the tale of an 
old woman who had successfully treated 
dropsy by a remedy known but to few. In 
the year 1775 his attention was first direct- 
ed to the foxglove, or digitalis ; he slowly 
and cautiously gave his credence to what he 
heard, he well weighed every circumstance 
that was communicated to him, and, ten 
years afterwards, he published, in a small 
volume, the result of his labours. His nar- 
rative was exceedingly simple ; there were 
some general remarks on the little that had 
been previously known as to the medicinal 
or toxicological qualities of the herb, and 
likewise there were appended to his own 
observations many cases which had been fur- 
nished to him by the kindness of his friends. 

There is something very instructive and 
agreeable in tracing such a history as diyi- 
talis affords. We learn —_ from the opi- 
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nions of those who sleep to wake no more, 
but whose voices speak from their tombs in 
language most eloquent and pure; we listen 
to them “ for life’s fitful fever past ;” no jea- 
lousies, no petty feelings animate us against 
them; “nothing can touch them further ;” 
yet, whilst they lived, doubts and coatradic- 
tions, the critics pen, and the satirist’s keen 
joke, often awaited their praiseworthy ef- 
forts, and deprived them of the just reward 
which labour, assiduity, and modest talent 
deserve. They have taught us to appre- 
ciate the real value of digitalis, and to 
employ it with fearless confidence in the 
proper stage and peculiar state of the consti- 
tution in which it affords decided relief. 

There is no remedy to which, from its 
effects upon the urinary excretion, the name 
of diuretic is given, or which more certainly, 
speedily, and effectually evacuates the hy- 
dropic fluid than this herb. You must, 
when you feel it rnght toemploy it, be, how- 
ever, upon your guard ; never continue it 
too long, and always be very wary in at- 
tempting to increase your dose : it is nota 
remedy to be trifled with; it produces the 
most appalling effects where it has been in- 
judiciously prescribed, and has been the 
fertile source of fatal sorrow to those who 
have indiscriminately recommended it, and 
to those who have followed bad advice. 

There are some therapeutic agents which, 
in my opinion, should never be had recourse 
to unless a consultation upon the subject 
has occurred between men of experience, 
who can mutually give and receive instrac- 
tion, and where no petty jealousies can dis- 
turb that honourable confidence which 
should exist amongst men having the noblest 
objects of our nature in their pursuit. I 
must candidly acknowledge I do not like 
to see a young man boldly order digitalis, 
nor would T myself, in the majority of cases 
in which it has been my lot to use it, have 
felt satisfied had I not obtained the sanction 
of those who have seen much of disease ; 
and though now, from frequent experience, 
I know my path, and have recourse to it 
alone,yet it was only after many years of ob- 
servation, of reflection, and of practice, that 
I thought I could do justice to my patient 
by fearlessly administering it. 

I wish to point out to you the cireum- 
stances under which you are to give it, and, 
though I may detain you upon points 
which more immediately belong to another 
class of the Materia Medica, I feel I cannot 
explain my views to you thoroughly with- 
out unfolding to you those which are gene- 
rally entertained upon dropsical effusions. 

You must be made aware that dropsy is 
to be considered as the prominent symptom 
of some morbid condition of the body. It 
is not an idiopathic disease, but it is the 
result of some unwonted action, into the 
nature of which, before you search for your 
remedy, you must carefully inquire. To 


obtain a relief from the discharge of the 
fluid is of course an object of anxious con- 
sideration, but beyond this you must ascer- 
tain what has been the predisposing, what 
the exciting cause, whether any otherremedy 
may not be more effectual, whether the con- 
stitution of the individual is such that you 
may prescribe an agent which, when it does 
not produce good effects, may become the 
source of mischief, and, indeed, be more 
detrimental than the disease which you un- 
dertake to cure by it. 

Nosologists have —— the name dropsy 
too indiscriminately ; they have merely taken 
the striking symptom, and the locality in 
which the hydropic effusion has occurred, 
as the sole objects of their attention. The 
disease is, however, anything but uniform 
in its character, in the causes from which it 
arises, or in the effects which are consequent 
upon it. The states of the system in which 
it makes its inroads, the various diseased 
organs which produce it, the morbid con- 
ditions of which it is a sequela, the varia. 
tions apparent in the urinary excretion, the 
diversities of tissnes liable to its influence,— 
all demand the most earnest attention, and 
must, in every individual case brought be- 
fore you, be the subject of your inquiry 
before you can employ to advantage the 
remedies which have been placed in your 
hands. 

Since the days of Arrravs, we have 
gained great experience ; and we cannot, at 
the present hour, coincide altogether with the 
remark with which he commences his chap- 
ter on dropsy, that “ very few recover from 
this disease, and those rather by good for- 
tune, and the kindaess of the gods, than by 
our science, for the gods alone watch over 
great events.” We must attribute all we 
know to a supreme power ; and it is by ex- 
amining and availing ourselves of all by 
which we are surrounded, that we best 
show our gratitude, and we have been taught 
that these are conditions in which relief 
can be decidedly afforded by the art that 
we have studied. 

To remove simple effusion, where no dis- 
eased viscus is present, is by no means a 
difficult task ; but we have other objects in 
view. Sometimes we are called upon to 
alleviate the most aeute suffering, which 
arises from water in the chest and in the ab- 
domen, where we know that no effectual 
cure can be contemplated, and therefore we 
require to have in our possession varied 
means of action, to know when each is to 
be employed and when it is to be avoided. 
In some instances, a combination of medi- 
cines will materially assist us, and, as Dr. 
Ferniarn has shown, a mixture of many 
liquid dinretics will be found eminently use- 
ful, and where digitas is properly united, 
it is invaluable. It is one of those medi- 
cines which prove the fallacy of the Home- 
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drugs, its beneficial consequences are often- 
times more striking than when alone. Dr. 
Ferriar has upon this point somewhat a 
fanciful idea, but there appears, in the gene- 
ral principle, much soundness of judgment. 
He says, that he has been led by observa- 
tion to suspect that there exists, in the re- 
lative effects of medicines, something similar 
to the harmony of colours and sounds, and 
that the impulse requisite to the living 
powers of the body, which cannot be pro- 
duced by a single impression, may be effect- 
ed by aconcurrence or succession of im- 
pressions, in some measure dependant on 
each other. His “ Observations on the 
Treatment of Dropsy,” and his comparison 
of “ The Remedies of Dropsy,” two admir- 
able papers, which are to be found in the 
three volumes which contain his medical 
reflections and histories, fully bear him out 
in his practice, if they do not in his theory. 
His prescriptions are well combined, and 
discriminately applied. They are not, as 
Crashaw has very fairly termed some of 
those “farragos” which are occasionally seen 
in chemists’ shops, “ certain hard words 
made into pills,” but they are compositions 
which deserve attention and imitation. 

With regard to the peculiar state of an 
individual who is labouring under effu- 
sion, you will find that digitalis will not only, 
generally speaking, be useless, but occasion- 
ally injurious, when there is great natural 
strength and vigour, which have been un- 
impaired by the ravages of disease, where 
the muscular fibre is tense, the skin hard 
and dry, if the individual be inclined te 
corpulence, if the countenance be at all in- 
dicative of determination to the head, or ve- 
nous retardation, or if the habit of the bowels 
be slow, and difficult to be called into action. 

Dr. Wrruerine first drew the distinction 
of the cases of hydropic effusion in which 
digitalis would be found unsuccessful, and, 
I believe, the great majority of medical men 
who have been in the habit of employing it, 
coincide with his view, and the experience 
of the most acute and intelligent practi- 
tioners has, on the other hand, satisfactorily 
demonstrated that there are states in which 
it is pre-eminently efficacious. In weak, de- 
licate, irritable constitutions, where there 
may be present much laxity of fibre, a thin, 
soft, smooth, pale skin, which in the ana- 
sarcous limb seems to be transparent, when 
upon pressure by the finger on the sur- 
face there appears to be no elasticity what- 
ever, but the impression sinks in deep, and 
there is no evident power of resistance ; 
when the emaciation of the other parts of 
the body is very striking, where the coun- 
tenance is pale, where there is feeble or in- 
termitting pulse, when the constitution has 
been much broken down, more particularly 
if it were originally strong, sound, and ro- 
bust, where any indulgence in spirituous 
liquors, bad habits of life, the action of mer- 


cury, or any debilitating cause, has produced 
the mischief,—in such states digitalis will 
be indicated in preference to most of the 
diuretics, of which I shall hereafter have to 
speak, You must remember, however, that 
it is merely the evacuation of the hydropic 
fluid that you will effect ; but you have not 
advanced more than a step in the cure of 
disease, more particularly if that disease be 
connected with disordered state of the vis- 
cera, or if it be attended with paralysis. It, 
however, will do that which sometimes is 
of as much importance as any object you 
can have in view ; it will alleviate the most 
distressing symptoms, and you will gain 
time, during which the system may be en- 
abled to rally, and then sustai i 
sion of well directed energetic remedies. 
Many have been the contradictory state- 
ments made of the diuretic effects of digi- 
talis, in consequence of the want of atten- 
tion to these principles, which you will find 
to be of vital importance to you, and you 
will not fail in giving relief where you 
judiciously employ digitalis. You will fre- 
quently be astonished at the quickness with 
which the fluid is evacuated ; but you must 
not be surprised at the rapid accumulation 
which may again take place, when you re- 
member what I have told you, that you do 
not influence the disease which caused it. 
The man whose name I searcely ever 
venture to pronounce without expressing my 
admiration,—SypenuaM,—gives, with that 
sincerity and love of truth which distinguish 
every word that falls from him, avery happy 
illustration of prescribing for the name of a 
disease without inquiring into its causes. 
He was called on to attend Mrs, Savrmasu, 
of Westminster, who had the dropsy in the 
greatest degree he had ever seen, her belly 
being swelled to an incredible size. He 
gave her an ounce of syrup of buckthorn 
before dinner, according to the custom of 
the time, and it brought away an almost in- 
conceivable quantity of water, without caus- 
ing any disturbance or faintness. Encourag- 
ed by this, he gave her, every day, inter- 
posing a day or two occasioually, a smaller 
dose, until she recovered. He says, this 
was twenty-seven years before he wrote his 
treatise, and the lady was his first dropsical 
patient. Being young and inexperienced, 
he could not help thinking that he was 
possessed of an infallible medicine for the 
eure of any kind of dropsy ; but in a few 
weeks he discovered his error, for, being 
soon after called on to attend another woman 
afflicted with the dropsy, which succeeded 
an inveterate quartan fever, he gave the 
syrup, and repeated it frequently, increas- 
ing the dose by degrees; but having inef- 
fectually attempted to evacuate the water, 
inasmuch as the medicine did not operate, 
and the swelling of the belly increased, she 
dismissed him; and he adds, “If my me- 
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assistance of another physician,{who admi- 
nistered more powerful remedies.” 

It is upon the heart and the arterial sys- 
tem that digitalis acts; it decreases the irri- 
tability of the constitution, it diminishes the 
frequency of action of the heart, and hence 
the circulation through the system is so 
slow, that the kidneys have more time to take 
from the blood the watery portion which 
they excrete, for we have no reason to be- 
lieve that those organs are stimulated to any 
increased action by the herb. The physio- 
logical reasoning upon the action of digita- 
lis has been considered to be obscure, from 
its having been supposed that it diminished 
action in one instance, and excited it in an- 
other; but I should attribute the apparently 
newly-acquired energy of the kidneys, not 
to any stimulus imparted to them, but to 
their having a longer period to act upon the 
fluid which is detained in the renal vessels. 
Some authors have contended that digitalis 
is a powerful stimulant, that it produces 
flushed face, hot skin, restlessness, and all 
the symptoms of febrile action ; and this you 
will find to be the case where, from a dis- 
eased state of the kidneys, the due separa- 
tion of the fluid from the blood does not oc- 
eur, or where, from pulmonary disease, the 
due transpiration does not take place ; for 
the system of circulation is slowly carried 
on at first, but if no elimination from the 
blood occurs, the whole frame is thrown in- 
to disorder, and a febrile state is produced. 

Some believe that digitalis only acts as an 
indirect sedative, and only when it accumu- 
lates in the system, and the experiments of 
Jorcr, at Leipsic, are referred to; the 
herb was given to individuals in a state 
of health, in doses of a quarter of a 
grain of powder increased to three grains, 
It produced upon the alimentary canal 
marked effects, and thisalso occurred to San- 
pRART in his trials, when the digitalis was 
administered in powder, but I have before 
observed to you, that, in this form, it is lia- 
ble to produce considerable irritation of the 
stomach: it likewise influenced the brain, 
a state resembling intoxication coming on. 
Upon the generative system its power was 
strongly marked, even to the excitement of 
seminal excretion in the male, and symptoms 
similar to the premonitory sensations which 
females experience at particular periods, 

All these phenomena may depend upon 
the retardation, in the capillary vessels, of 
the blood ; Dr. Mossman, in the year 1806, 
was the first who drew the conclusion, from 
its influence on the minute arteries, and the 
diminution of vascular action, that it was 
strictly a sedative; he went so far as to 
state that he could obviate pneumonic in- 
flammation with as much certainty by it as 
he could arrest the progress of an intermit- 
tent fever by means of the bark of cinchona. 
To his other observations I may, in my next 
lecture, draw your attention when we come 


to notice the effects of digitalis in infamma- 
tion and in phthisis. 

I cannot either with justice to myself, or to 
this very important disease, detain you much 
longer upon the influence of this herb on 
dropsies, more especially as I shall hereafter 
have fuller opportunities of explaining to 
you the effects of diuretics, but I must ob- 
serve that, in hydrothorax arising from any 
obstacle to the circulation, such as hyper- 
trophy of the heart, when it is the termina- 
tion of long protracted diseases of the tho- 
rax, if they be not accompanied by disor- 
dered conditions of the valves of the heart, 
digitalis may be employed. In ascites, in 
anasarca, dependant upon disordered states 
of the exhalant vessels, which throw out a 
larger quantity of fluid than can be absorbed, 
you produce good effect by diminishing the 
impulse with which the blood is directed to 
the capillaries, and you present that fluid 
to the kidneys for a greater length of time, 
in consequence of which they can take up 
more to excrete than would otherwise be 
the case. In ovarian dropsy it seldom is 
found that digitalis sueceeds ; in hydroce- 
phalus, in infancy, it is highly noxious. 
Few states of the system have had more 
diligent inquirers. Amongst them, Wetts, 
Biackatt, Parry, ABERcRomBIF, Ayre, 
Yeats, Bostock, Bricut, Goris, Curyne, 
have most indefatigably laboured, and the 
analysis of the urinary fluid has been of late 
years looked to with the hope of obtaining 
a fresh source of information. Many prefer 
ample depletion before the exhibition of 
this remedy, but I think you will generally 
find that when you must lower the system 
previously, other diuretics will be more 
serviceable, and I would strongly urge upon 
your minds, as I think it a matter of deep 
importance, to avoid, if possible, the junc- 
tion of these two means of cure. It is true 
that after venesection digitalis is more 
diuretic, but the most fatal effects have 
occurred from giving the herb, where blood- 
letting has taken place. To use an expres- 
sion which I have somewhere scen,—“ It 
kills the heart.” 

During the action of digitalis for the cure 
of dropsy , the recumbent position is prefer- 
able, for, from the experiments of Dr. Bat- 
pon, detailed in the “ Edinburgh Medical 
Journal,” for the year 1807, we learn that 
it decreases the action of the heart most 
when an individual is lying down. He ob- 
served in his own case, and he repeated the 
experiment several times, that after digitalis 
had taken its effect, as long as he stood erect, 
his pulse, which was upwards of 100, had 
not lessened in frequency, when he sat 
down it became about 75, but when he lay 
upon his back, it fell very considerably, and 
became as low even as 40. Dr. BaiLpon 
found that the same effect was produced 
upon all those patients to whom he had 
thought it proper to administer the herb. 
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This effect is one of the most astonishing 
facts in our history of this sedative; it is 
very singular that it has not excited more 
attention, and led to some decisive experi- 
ments, Although Dr. Batcpon’s trials of 
this interesting substance have been detailed 
by a vast number of authors, there does 
not seem to have been drawn from them that 
result which minute investigation would 
most probably afford to us in our practice. 

There is almost always some degree of 
nausea, of languor, of uneasiness, of general 
irritability preseut, whenever digitalis is 
given; indeed it would almost appear to 
be necessary for its salutary influence to be 
produced, aud Dr. Parts has a very judi- 
cious and a very practical remark upon this 
point, which I think will be fully borne out 
by all those who use it, that every attempt 
to prevent these unpleasant effects, or to 
correct the operation of digitalis, by com- 
bining it with aromatic or stimulant medi- 
cines, seems to be fatal to the diuretic 
powers of the remedy: he has likewise 
quoted Dr, BLackaLt, who objects, in some 
cases, to the union of mercury, digitalis,and 
squill ; to the combination of the two latter, 
however, I do not think the same objections 
arise as to the first. 

In some individuals the miserable train 
of sensations that follow upon the employ- 
ment of this remedy precludes the possibility 
of persevering in it even when we perceive 
that it has been successful; nausea, vomit- 
ting, excessive depression of spirits, and 
fainting, often prevent us from proceeding 
further with it, and as any attempt then to 
combine it with any drug that might be 
supposed to obviate its bad influence de- 
stroys its efticacy, we are obliged to abandon 
it altogether. 

There is a point at which we can no 
longer administer digitalis ; this is generally 
ascribed to its accumulation in the stomach, 
but it seems to be rather dependant upon 
the very low tone to which the vascular and 
muscular systems have been lowered, for 
neither by vomitting nor by purging has any 
portion of the digitalis been thrown off, and 
the same effects are visible if the endermic 
mode of acting upon the system have been 
pursued, Itis generally at about the eighth 
dose that the baneful influence of the herb 
is visible, and this often happens whether 
the dose have been large or small, whether it 
have been diminshed or increased, whether it 
have been given twice or three times in the 
course of the day ; some curious examples 
are quoted by SaAnpRART in two papers which 
appeared in the “ Bulletin General de The- 
rapeutique,” in the year 1833. They present 
some very extraordinary results from its 
continued use; his cases were principally 
diseases of the heart; out of 57,31 had 
maladies of that organ, 13 being hypertroph 
without dilatation, eight hypertrophy wi 
dilatation, and eight dilatation without hy- 


pertrophy ; they fully bear out the great 
necessity of caution which the wisest and 
most experienced men of our own country 
have so strongly inculcated ; he seems, with 
Dr. Hattoran, Dr. Haminron, and others, 
to consider it as a narcotic, first stimulating, 
and afterwards acting as a sedative. When 
the poisonous effects are produced after the 
symptoms of disturbance of the alimentary 
canal (indicated by the vomitting and purg- 
ing, then vertigo, drowsiness, and frequent 
faintings) come on, the skin is bedewed with 
a cold sweat, the tongue and lips swell, 
profuse salivation occurs, sometimes the 
action of the kidneys is totally suspended, 
at others it is increased, with frequent desire 
to expel the urine, or at others inability to 
retain it is felt; the pulse intermits and is 
slow, and delirium, hiccoughs, cold sweats, 
confused vision, sometimes convulsions and 
frequent faintings follow, till death closes 
the scene. 

Dr. Heyry gives us an instructive ex- 
ample, in the eighth volume of the * Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal :’"—A 
female, labouring under dropsy, teok an 
overdose of a decoction which had been 
made by boiling two handfuls of the leaves 
in a quart of water, and then pressing the 
mass so as to express the whole of the 
liquor. At seven in the morning she drank 
two tea-cupfuls amounting to not less than 
ten ounces by measure. In an hour’s time 
she began to be sick, and vomitted part of 
the contents of herstomach. Enough, how- 
ever, was retained to excite vomitting and 
retching throughout the whole of that and 
the following day, during which everything 
that was taken was rejected. In the inter- 
vals of sickness she was exceedingly faint, 
and her skin was covered with a cold sweat, 
the tongue and lips swelled, and there was 
a constant flow of viscid saliva from the 
mouth ; very little urine was voided on the 
day she took the digitalis, and on the fol- 
lowing days the action of the kidneys was 
entirely suspended, when Dr. Henry saw 
her, which was 48 hours after she had taken 
the poison ; the tongue was white, the ptya- 
lism continued, though in a less degree, and 
the breath was fetid ; the pulse was low, 
irregular, not exceeding 40, and after every 
third or fourth pulsation an intermission oc- 
curred for some seconds; she complained 
also of general pains in the limbs, and 
cramps in the legs. By the use of efferves- 
cing draughts, and ether with ammonia, she 
gradually recovered from her imperfect 
health. Dr. Henry states that she had 
taken no mercury, and that the ptyalism 
was the effect of the digitalis. 


Professor Branpe, in his “Elements of 
Pharmacy,” gives an instance of that care- 
lessness which is sometimes met with in our 
public institutions, where those who order 
an important drug, forget to give the neces- 
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caution, and a patient continues to take 
daily, without having any one to watch its 
effects, an energetic poison as a remedy. 
He says, that he knew an instance of a per- 
son who suffered under anasarca of the 
legs, and who applied for relief to a dispen- 
sary, where he received a box of pills, one 
of which he was directed to take three times 
a day ; onthe evening of the third day, he 
complained of great debility and faintness, 
and in the course of the night vomitting and 
fainting came on; in the morning he died 
upon attempting to get out of bed. This 
sudden death, from the influence of digi- 
talis, is by no means an unusual event; 
and hence it is advisable, that when it has 
been administered for a short time, exer- 
tion should be avoided, and the patient kept 
in a recumbent position ; the slightest move- 
ment may prove fatal, for the pulse instan- 
taneously quickens, the heart throbs and 
labours excessively, and fainting occurs from 
which there is no recovery; not only have 
there been such instances of sudden death 
during the continued administration of the 
medicine, but even two or three days after 
it bad been discontinued. It has been ve 
properly described by my late valued friead, 
Professor Burnett, in one of his best works 
on Botany that we possess, his “Outlines of 
Botany,” —*“ as one of our most beautiful na- 
tive plants, and one of our most active 
indigenous medicines and insidious poisons. 
Its influence over the action of the heart, 
aud its power of reducing the rate of the 
sanguineous circulation would alone render 
it an important remedial agent, but when to 
the above are added the collateral effects on 
the kidney and salivary glands, and its pe- 
culiar characteristic of lying, as it were, 
for a time, latent, and accumulating the 
power of repeated doses, so that by one full 
swoop the heart is in a moment palsied, and 
life at once extinct, it must be acknow- 
ledged that it is a most fearful as well as 
useful drug.” 

Few medicines have been more fairly 
tried as an iatraleptic or cutaneous medica- 
ment in France, than this has been in the 
cure of dropsy, and it has answered the 
most sanguine expectations that had been 
formed of its efficacy. Dr. Curestien, to 
whom we are much indebted for his exper- 
ments, has given us a fair narration of the 
cases in which he was successful, and those 
in which he failed. He is borne out in his 
practice by M. Cros Rocery, of St. Geniez, 
by Bernaro, of Bezieres, by Braver, of 
Montbozin, by Rovucuer, of Montpelier, and 
by Arcuipotp Asrpotp, Under M. Roce- 
rys, treatment by the friction with digitalis, 
acase of dropsy of the abdomen, which fol- 
lowed upon a repelled eruption, was cured. 
Under Dr. Curestien, dropsy, the sequela of 
scarlet fever, disappeared; and i 
consequent on vascular inflammation, and on 


yielded to friction upon the hypogastrium, 
with tincture of digitalis, three times in the 
course of the day. The tincture is made by 
macerating, for a quarter of an hour, an 
ounce of the leaves in three ounces of alco- 
hol. The method employed by Brera, 
which was the first introduced, and there- 
fore somewhat rude, consisted in macerating 
the digitalis in saliva, and then applying it 
by friction on the abdomen. I drew the 
attention of the profession to what had been 
done in this way in France three years ago, 
I have tried the system, but do not find it as 
successful as the internal administration. 


CLINICAL 
LECTURES AND REMARKS, 


DELIVERED ON 


DISEASES OF THE SKIN, VENEREAL 
DISEASES, AND 
SURGICAL CASES, 
ar THE 
SKIN INFIRMARY, AND AT THE JERVIS- 
STREET HOSPITAL, DUBLIN. 


By Dr. WALLACE, 
SURGEON TO THOSE INSTITUTIONS. 


The consideration of the exanthematic tribe of 
venereal diseases, continued.—Experitmenta! 
proofs of the law that these diseases are in- 
fectious, and ate their like.—First 
EXPERIMENT he exanthematic virus of 
M. D. applied to a denuded surface of « 
healthy individual, from which there resulted 
a primary condyloma, bubo, and the rubeoli- 
form rash.—Remarks.—StconD 
ront:—The exanthematic maticr of W. R. 
applied to a denuded surface of a healthy 
individual, from whence there resulted a 
primary condyloma, bubo, ulcer of the throat, 
and the rubeoliform rash, intermixed with 
small tubercles.—Taird ExreRIMent :— 
The matter from W. R. applied to another 
healthy individual produced a primary con- 
dyloma, tumid glands, iritis, and a rubeoli- 
Sorm eruption, mixed with scaly tubercles.— 
Remarks.—Three other experiments, com- 
municated to the lecturer, by which the 
power of condylomatous matter lo produce 
condylomata is demonstrated, 

(LECTURE XXII, ON SYPHILIS.) 


GenTLEMEN :—Let us proceed this morn- 
ing with the farther investigation of the 
exanthematic forms of syphilis. The re- 
ports of the cases of P. D. and M. D., and 
the remarks made on them in my last four 
lectures on syphilis, have, I hope, already 
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given you a comprehensive view of the 1s 
whole subject, and made you acquainted = 
with the general phenomena, at least, of wr 
| this extensive tribe of venereal diseases ; 


AL 


but there are many symptoms, and man 
facts connected with their pathology, whic 
remain to be considered, and, perhaps, those 
deductions already arrived at require to be 
strengthened by additional proofs. 

I have already communicated the law, 
that the exanthematic form of syphilis pro- 
pagates itself, but does not propagate the 
pustular; thus the exanthematic disease 
of P. D. produced an exanthematic disease 
in his wife, M. D.; but a law of so much 
importance demands that every trouble be 
taken in investigating its foundation, and 
that we should not admit it without abun- 
dant evidence. I shall, therefore, bring 
before you such facts as will be amply suf- 
ficient to establish this law. Of these, some 
are derived from experiments, and some 
from an investigation of the disease caught 
and propagated in the ordinary manner. 
shall now consider a few of those derived 
from experiment, and shall here adopt the 
plan already pursued in considering the 
cases, that is, L shall read to you the reports 
of the experiments, and, subsequently, make 
such remarks on them as may be necessary. 


FIRST EXPERIMENT. 


“ August 10, 1835. Having, by friction 
with the end of my finger, covered with a 
towel, removed the cuticle to the extent of 
the size of a shilling from the anterior and 
inner part of the rightthigh of P. K.,a very 
healthy-looking person, aged 19 years, a 
raw surface was formed, which oozed blood. 
To this surface I applied a piece of lint 
moistened in the discharge of the diseased 
patches of M. D., the wife of P. D. 

“ August 12. The rubbed surface is cover- 
ed with a layer of what appears to be 
whitish lymph. This lymph is thicker and 
more pulpy in the middle than at the cir- 
cumference. 

“ August 14. The rubbed surface, which 
appears still more pulpy and white, has a 
red line surrounding it. 

“ August 21. The rubbed surface is cover- 
ed with a thick brown crust, and, on at- 
tempting to remove it, the subjacent surface 
bleeds, 


August 28. The rubbed surface is heal- 
ed, but continues red. 

“Sept. 7. The rubbed surface looks livid, 
and is somewhat raised and scruffy. He 
says it is a little sore to the touch, and some- 
times even when not touched. 

bed . 30. Says the rubbed surface re- 
mained red and sore since the last day of 
his attendance ; it is now of the size of a 
shilling, elevated, and surrounded by a 
Strongly-marked areola; the skin is evi- 
dently off a portion of it, and this portion 
is white, pulpy, and discharges; the re- 
mainder of it is of a brown colour, and ap- 

as if the skin was coming off it also. 
hen exposed for a short time to the air it 
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acquires a nut-brown colour. He has got 
herpes labiali 

“ Oct.7. The rubbed surface is painful, 
and has a very fungous character. (This 
drawing was taken on this day and well 
illustrates the appearances.) The centre of 
the diseased patek is depressed or ulcerated, 
and several large or tuberculated granula- 
tions arise from its surface, which is of a 
dirty-whitish brown colour; its areola is 
tumid, and the edge of the skin surrounding 
the ulcer, or fuugus, is abrupt or defined. 

* Oct. 14, The rubbed patch has become 
broader, more raised, and of a browner 
colour ; its surface is much more excavated. 
He says his throat is sore; but, on inspec- 
tion, its appearance is normal. 

“ Oct. 21. The characters of the sore on 
the thigh are more marked ; its base is 


I|harder; its centre more depressed; its 


fungous rim is raised considerably higher 
than the surrounding skin, and its discharge, 
which has a dirty-brown colour, is more 
copious. He complains of a stiffness ex- 
tending along his thigh from the rubbed 
surface to the groin, the glands of which 
are swelled, but not inflamed.—The sore, 
that is, the rubbed surface, to be dressed 
with strong mercurial ointment, 

© Oct.24. The fangus on the rubbed sur- 
face is fully a quarter of an inch higher 
than the surrounding skin; the granula- 
tions, particularly those at the circumference 
of the sore, are large and tuberculated, but 
of amore healthy red colour than before the 
mercurial ointment was applied ; the mar- 
gin of the areola is much raised, and the 
base of the ulcer very tumid ; the glands in 
the groin are less swelled, and the uneasi- 
ness extending from the sore to them is 
diminished; a red-brown rubeoliform rash 
has appeared on his abdomen and breast. 
(Here is a drawing which was made of 
this eruption.) 

“ Oct, 28. Phe diseased or rubbed surface 
bas quite the character of a very large con- 
dyloma ; it continues of a more healthy red 
colour than it was; the glands in the groin 
are still enlarged ; the rash 1s more intense 
on his abdomen, but less marked on his 
back; the spots which compose it are 
rounded, but not regularly so; some are 
paler, some are darker; their colour is still 
a brownish-red ; the epidermoid glands are 
so strongly developed that almost the whole 
of his skin is anserine; his throat is not 
now sore; the fungus to be touched with 
the solut, nit. argent., and afterwards dress- 
ed with mercurial ointment. 

“Nor. 6. The fungus, or excrescence, on 
his thigh seems smaller in diameter, but 
much more raised; the rubeoliform rash 
has nearly disappeared, but there are a few 
flat papul on his abdomen; he has neither 
sore throat nor pains; the tumour in his 
groin is not altered. f 

“ Nor. 13. Says his throat is sore at night, 
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but not in the day. On examination it does 
not, however, seem sore; there is a papula 
on the tip of his nose, and another on the 
septum at the orifice of his left nostril ; both 
are painful and sore, and there is a scrufii- 
ness and redness where he had what seemed 
to be a herpes labialis. The general rubeoli- 
form rash is no longer visible; the fungus 
on the thigh is of a healthier colour, but it 
continues greatly raised at its circumference, 
and hollow in its middle; it is free from 
pain, unless when roughly treated. Habeat. 
lot. nig., et pil. cal., c. tart, antim. 

“Nor. 15. Sayshis mouth is tender; the 
fungus on his thigh is but little altered in 
its appearance ; the spots on his nose are 
less sore. Rept. pil. 

“ Nov, 22. Says he is a great deal better ; 
his mouth is sore; his thigh is getting well, 
and the lump in his groin is disappearing ; 
the base of the fungus has become much 
softer, and its surface is half skinned over, 
though still much elevated. Rept. pil. 

“ Nor. 30, The rubbed surface on his thigh 
is nearly healed, and has suvk almost to a 
level with the surrounding skin; there is 
scarcely any hardness of base, and no sore- 
ness ; the lump in his groin is nearly away. 
He says his mouth was almost well, but is 
now again a little sore, Rept. pil. 

“ Dec. 10, The diseased patch, or rubbed 
surface, is quite flat, with the exception of 
a portion in its middle, which is covered 
with a dry crust; the lump in his groin has 
disappeared ; his mouth is still sore. Has 
taken, in all, 40 pills. Rept. pil. 

* Dec. 16, The patch has still a deep red 
colour, and its centre remains incrusted ; 
mouth slightly sore. Rept. pil. 

** Dec, 21. The centre of the patch is scab- 
rous or scaly ; it is still softer than it was; 
his mouth is not perceptibly affected, Has 
oa since last report, eight pills, Rept. 
pil. 

« Jan. 4, The centre of the patches is no 
longer scruffy, but its base is still a little 
hard; mouth sore. Rept. pil.” 

Ina few days there existed no appearance 
of disease ; nevertheless he continued his 
pills for nearly three weeks longer, and 
during this entire time his mouth was 
tender. Since then I have lost sight of 
him. What is 
The Swnmary of this interesting Experiment ? 

The secretions of an exanthematic sore 
are applied to a healthy subject. In a month, 
consequently long after any physical injury 
done to the part, at the time of inoculation, 
might have fom repaired, diseased actions 
commence, that is, the primary symptom 
appears. It progresses; its characters be- 
come more and more developed ; the glands 
in the course of absorption enlarge, and in 
another month, symptoms of constitutional 
contamination make their appearance ; ten- 
deroess of the throat, and general indisposi- 
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tion ensue, and, subsequently, a characteris 
tic eruption makes its appearance. Mercur: 

is then used, first locally, and afterwards 
constitutionally ; and about six months after 
inoculation its consequences are entirely 
subdued. Can any experiment be more 
satisfactory? It strongly illustrates the 
contagious character of the secretions of 
the diseased patches of M.D. It demon- 
strates that the form of disease which they 
produce is of an analagous character to 
that which furnished them, thongh it was 
less severe in its nature, probably because 
of the exhaustion of the virus. This expe- 
riment makes you further acquainted with 
the phenomena of the exanthematic form of 
syphilis; it confirms certain opinions re- 
specting the peculiar progress of many of 
its symptoms ; as for example, the slowness 
with which the primary disease is de- 
veloped, and the indolent nature of the 
buboes which it produces. Lastly, it tes- 
tifies the beneficial action of mercury in this 
form of disease, whether locally or consti- 
ey employed, Let us now consider 


SECOND EXPERIMENT, 

“ August 19, 1835. Having by friction 
removed the cuticle to the extent of a shil- 
ling, from the inner and anterior part of the 
left thigh of J.S., a healthy man, aged 35 
years, I applied to the abraded surface a 
piece of lint satarated with the matter of 
the sores of W. R., who laboured under the 
exanthematic form of syphilis on the glans 

is and inner prepuce. 

“ August 21. The rubbed surface appears 
slightly whitish and covered by granules, or 
raised spots, that mark the situation of so 
many of the epidermoid glands, This sur- 
face is discharging, and has a reddish cir- 
cumference surrounded by a white cuticular 
line. 

“ August 24. The rubbed surface is now sur- 
rounded by anareola, and is evidently raised. 
It still presents a number of granules, and 
also patches of lymph on a red —_— 
The white cuticular line, noticed on the 21st, 
has disappeared. 

“ August 26, The rubbed patch continues 
raised, although its extent is contracted. 
Its areola is more livid. The white points, 
or granules, which were scattered over its 
surface, are no longer observable. 

“ August 28. The rubbed surface on the 
left thigh is healed. A similar surface 
having been produced on the right thigh, 
the matter of W. R. was applied to it, as 
formerly to the left. 

«“ August 31. The cicatrix on the left thigh 
is tumid and purplish. The recently rubbed 
surface on the right thigh, has a red and 
white painted-like colour, and is surrounded 
by a delicate areola. A piece of lint mois- 
tened in the discharge from the sore of W. 
R. was again applied to the surface on the 
right thigh. 
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2. The rubbed surface on right 
thigh 1 is discharging, and its areclar margin 
is more raised and The application of 
the matter of W.R. again repeated. 

“ Sept. 9. The patch on the right thigh 
has healed, and formed an elevated cicatrix 
of a livid colour. 

“ Oct. 18. The rubbed surfaces on both 
thighs present a very diseased aspect. He 
says, that one on the left remained 
healed for three weeks, that about a month 
ago it swelled, that pimples formed over it, 
that it then began to discharge, and, some 
days after, the glands of the same groin 
commenced to swell. This patch, as it now 
exists, may be thus described. It is as 
large as a copper penny, and surrounded by 
an areola. Its base is very tumid. Its 
circumference forms a superficial ulcerated 
groove, of a whitish colour. The area in- 
side this groove, is of the size ofa halfpenny, 
and a large portion of this area seems 
covered with skin, while another portion is 
covered by lymph. The glands of the cor- 
responding groin are enlarged, but seem free 
from inflammation. They are not painful, 
as they have been. 

“ He says the right thigh has been sore for 
two weeks, and became bad like the left; 
that is, in his own words, “ a scurf came on 
it, like a scab, and pimples, and when the 
scab was removed a drop came out.” This 
patch is surrounded bya slight areola. The 
circumference of its surface has a lymph- 


like appearance, and all within this is 
smooth and red, and apparently caused by a 
very thin skin, which, however, exudes on 
exposure. There is very little tumidity of 
base, and the glands of the corresponding 
groin are only slightly enlarged. 


“Oct. 26. He complains of pain in his 
right shoulder, and front of the forearm. 
Says that he is very weak, that he would, if 
he could, lie in bed all day, and that the 
people are expressing their wonder that he 
is looking so poorly. In the middle of the 
diseased patch on the left thigh, there is an 
elevated and flat surface the size of a shil- 
ling, apparently covered by a morbid and 
calious-looking or purplish white skin. In 
the middle of this skin, there is an ulcerated 
point. The areola is distinctly marked. 

The patch on the right thigh is also super- 
ficially ulcerated, but its middle does not 
present an elevated bump, like that on the 
left thigh. The glands in his left groin, are 
considerably swelled. The surface of his 
trunk, and more especially the back of it, is 
covered by the rubeoliform rash. There is 
no affection of his throat. 

“ Nov. 4. The size of the ulcers on the 
thighs, but particularly of the one on the 
left thigh, is increased. They are also more 
fungous. He complains of soreness of his 
throat, and the isthmus of his fauces is red. 
On his tonsils there are two or three super- 
ficial white spots, and there are among the 
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Stains of the rubeoliform rash on his ‘trunk, 
a few spots, having the appearance of flat 
papula, or small tubercles. 

* Nov. 6. Complains much of the pain of 
the sores on his thighs; and their fungous 
character has increased. They are ulce- 
rated in points: the inflammation of his 
fauces,and the white patches on his tonsils, 
and the cutaneous eruption have all en- 
creased. Habeat. lot. nig. 

* Nor. tl. The colour of the ulcers on his 
thigh is of a more healthy red, and they are 
less projecting. The eruption is fainter, but 
the sores in his throat are more strongly 
marked ; each sore is round, superficial, and 
white. 

“ Nov. 15. The diseased patches on both 
thighs are very much raised, particularly at 
their circumferences, yet they are nearly 
covered with cuticle. On the surface of the 
one on the left thigh, there is a number of 
pearly-white elevations, each the size of a 
very small pea, and covered with cuticle, 
They seem to be enlarged epidermoid glands; 
such portions of their surface as are not 
healed, are of a healthy red colour. He 
complains much of his throat, and, to use 
his own words, ‘ it is sore from his ears all 
round, there are little bumps in it, and the 
skin is all off it.” His tonsils are enlarged, 
and there is on them, and on the palative 
arches, a great number of small, but well- 
defined ulcers, of a round or oval form. 
There are scattered over his body, numerous 
spots, each of the size ofa small pea, scarcely 
raised, slightly sealy, of a brown red colour; 
some like papula, others more flat. Does 
not complain of pains. 

“ Nor. 17. The spots of eruption of an 
elevated character have increased in num- 
ber; they may be called flat papule ; they 
are very numerous on the skin, covering the 
lower part of the sacro-lumbar mass of mus- 
cles, and there is a group of them over the 
left trapezoid muscle. His throat is, he 
says, ‘very sore.’ It looks intensely red, 
and the ulcers are well defined. The dis- 
eased surfaces of his thighs, are equally 
raised as they were, but nearly healed, 
Habeat. solut. hyd. pot. 

“ Nor, 22. The diseased patches on his 
thighs are quite healed, and they are flatter 
and softer; the eruption is fading: he says 
there are small itchy scabby pimples among 
his hair ; complains a good deal of his throat, 
and tongue, and lips ; his throat is inflamed, 
but the ulcers on it are of a more healthy 
red colour. There is a round superticial 
diseased spot of a white and red colour on 
the side of his tongue near the tip; and also 
a superficial sore on the inner surface of his 
upper lip ; these have a slightly red margin. 

* Nor. 25. His throat is, he says, better ; 
it is much less inflamed, and the ulcerations 
are less visible ; the diseased surface on his 
lip, which was white, has become red and 
healthy-looking, and the ulcer on his tongue 
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is now red in the middle. The diseased 
patches on his thigh have shrunk very much, 
and the eruption is less obvious. 


Nov. 30. 


ho complains of spots rome his 


although 
scruffy ; has no pains; his urine is loaded 
with the hyd. pot. 

ulcers im it are less deep, less defined, and 
redder ; the patches on his thighs are on a 
level with the surrounding 
and of a deep red colour. Rept. 

the appearance of it and of his mouth is 
not much altered. The eruption is rather 
more marked, and he divects my attention to 
a number of red, raised, excoriated spots on 
the surface of his glans penis and imner 
prepuce ; these are clearly patches of the 
eruption; has not taken any of the hydrio- 
date of potash for a few days, and his urine 
is free from it. Rept. hyd. pot. 

“ Dec. 12. Says his threat is very sore, 


that yesterday he could searcely take a| plai 


drink. The ulcer on bis upper lip has ex- 
tended in such a manner as to form a circle, 
and enclose an area of sound skin, the size ef 
a silver sixpence; he complains much of 
pain in his head and ears; the bearded part 
of his face is thickly covered with small flat, 
red-brown spots, the size of coriander seeds ; 
and there are similar spots distributed 
through his bair; the eruption, particularly 
on his loins, and back of his neck, is more 
obvious and more scaly.” 

He was now subjected to a course of 
mercury, under which all his symptoms 
steadily and rapidly declined, and were 
finally removed; the course was continued 
uninterruptediy for several weeks. The 

THIRD EXPERIMENT 
to which I wish to direet your attention, 
was made with the secretions of the same 
sores as those which furnished the matter for 
the second experiment. It is thus reported. 

* August 2, 1835. Having, in the usual 
manner, rubbed the cuticle fromasmall patch 
of skin, on the anterior and inner part of both 
thighs of M. M., aged 20 years, a healthy man, 
the abraded surface presented a number of 
epidermoid glands, larger than customary ; 
to each of these surfaces a piece of lint 
imbibed. with the discharge of the sores of 
W..R. was applied, and kept on by adhesive 


“ August 28. The rubbed surfaces are of a 
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sprinkled with the glands, the 
which appear like small, = semi-trans- ali 
parent bedies. A piece lint moistened row 
with the discharge of W. R. was again ap- his 
plied to each surface. cov 
“ August 31. The rubbed surfaces are nes 
raised and tuberculated-looking. The lint thr 
applied at the last dressing is allowed to sup 
remain on. rigt 
“ Sept. 4. The rubbed surfaces are more gul 
e and mere tuberculated ; and the der 
bases apon which they are placed ave tumid ; tum 
the tubercules on their surface still appear cov 
to be enlarged epidermoid glands. The “ 
matter from the sores of W. *R. was again the 
plied. the 
“ Sept.7. The rubbed surfaces, though vet 
still raised and tuberculated, seem to be sere 
cicatrizing. “ 
* Oct. 2. The rubbed surface on the right are 
thigh, which he says is painful, is covered a st 
by a thick, yellowish-brown, laminated scab, othe 
as large as a halfpenny ; the surface upon cuti 
which this crust is placed is raised, and rela: 
surrounded by a scaling areola. He says, som 
it is nearly a fortnight since this patch be- of hi 
came sore. There is a tumour, the size of and 
a large egg, on the upper part of the right lymy 
thigh, just below Poupart’s ligament ; the “, 
rubbed surface on the left thigh is raised, ed; 
and livid, and scruffy, The rubbed surfaces great 
on both thighs to be covered with adhesive the | 
ister. its ec 
“ Oct. 6. The crust has been removed deep 
from the rubbed patch on the right thigh, eye. 
and this patch looks not unlike an irregu- eve i: 
larly ulcerated condyloma ; it is of a dirty- pain 
brown, celour, and from the appearance of partic 
the surrounding rim, the surface of the patch lachr 
seems as if it had been elevated and tumid, of th 
and had subsequently become depressed by his e 
ulceration ; the rubbed surface on the left comp 
thigh is red and raised. The s 
* Oct. 7. Says the rubbed surface on his in ger 
right thigh is very painful; it is consider- were 
ably excavated by ulceration in one part, round 
and less so im two others; the areola, which the sy 
surrounds it, is strongly marked, He com- A.C, 
plains of great pain, which he refers to the of the 
outer part of his left supereiliary ridge, and are sn 
says it is most severe at night. The corre- quant 
sponding eyelid and eyebrow are reddish his ser 
and tumid. He has no other pains; no er- riated 
ruption, nor soreness of throat. thigh | 
“ Oct. 14. There is now a very striking face, 1 
resemblance between the appearance of the patch 
sore on the right thigh, and of that which raised 
was on the thigh of P. K. (Here is.a draw- He: 
ing of that sore.) mercu 
“ Nor. 6. The whole surface of his trunk toms b 
is thickly covered with an eruption resem- less th 
bling in appearance, at a little distance, the B the me 
drawing of Brocuat. (Here is the drawing weeks. 
alluded to.) On more minute examination, 
wever, there are many small, flat, papul# The. 
discernible amongst the large spots. These experit 
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the diameter of a full-sized pea, or the end of 
alittle finger. The cutis, in general, is so 
rough, that it may be said to be anserine ; 
his scrotum is swelled, lax, pendulous, and 
covered with excoriated spots; has no sore- 
ness of fu nor pains, nor sore- 
— yet his tonsils are and 
jally ulcerated. The fungus on his 
right thigh has formed a cup, having an irre- 
gular surface, and a raised and tumid bor- 
der ; the rubbed surface on the left thigh is 
tumid, and of a very dark colour; the skin 
covering it seems almost a scab. 

“ Nev. 9. The eruption is paler and flatter ; 
the patch on the left thigh, and the areola of 
the patch on the right, appear also flatter, 
yet they do not look more healthy ; the 
scrotum is, he says, very sore. 

“ Nov. 13. Many of the spots of eruption 
are slightly raised, round, and smooth, with 
a scaling line at their circumference, and 
others ‘are like minute papule ; the whole 
cutis is anserine; scrotum still sore and 
relaxed ; the patches on the thigh as before ; 
some soreness in swallowing ; the isthmus 
of his fauces is red, the tonsils are swelled, 
and their surfaces white, as if covered by 
lymph. 

“ Dec. 2. The right eye is much inflam- 
ed; the redness is of a crimson hue, and 
greatest at the circamference of the cornea ; 
the pupil is contracted and motionless, and 
its edge thickened ; the colour of the iris is 
deeper and greener than that of the other 
eye. He says that the vision of his right 
eye is dim ; that he suffers severe stinging 
pain in it, and the corresponding temple, 
particularly at night, and that there is great 
lachrymation. The inner and outer canthers 
of this eye are red and excoriated. Says 
his eye has been sore about a week; he 
complains of pain in the top of his shoulders. 
The spots which compose the eruption are 
in general more raised and scaly than they 
were ; many of them are much raised, and 
round, and of a red-brown colour, resembling 
= bo tes on the drawing of the shoulder of 

(Here you see this drawing.) Some 
ot cme, particularly those on his abdomen, 
are smooth, others are scaly. The greatest 
quantity of the eruption is on his trank ; 
his scrotum is still lax, and in parts exco- 
riated ; the ulcer, or fungus, on his right 
thigh has, from the excavations on its sur- 
face, rather a honeycomb appearance ; the 
patch on the left thigh is still livid and 
raised, and its centre incrusted.” 

He was now placed ander the action of 
mercury, and in forty-eight hours the symp- 
toms began to subside, but although free, in 
less than a fortnight, from all complaints, 
mercurial course was Continued for six 
weeks, 


The disease produced in both these last 
experiments was more severe than that 
which followed the first ex periment, probably 


because the virus used in the last was less 
exhansted than that used in the first. The 
character of the symptoms was, however, 
evidently exanthematic ; and all the truths 
which the first experiment testified have 
been confirmed by the second and third. 

I need scarcely remark, that the body of 
facts which I have now brought under your 
notice, and they are only a portion, yes, a 
very small portion, of those of a similar kind 
which I could adduce, must remove all 
doubts respecting the contagiows character 
of the exanthematic form of syphilis, and 
respecting the nature or form of the disease 
which its secretions produce. I might 
here, therefore, terminate all further al- 
lusion to experimental preofs, but I wish 
first to read to you a nete of certain facts 
derived from experiment, for which I am in- 
debted to a gentleman, formerly a distin- 


guished pupil at the Jervis-street Infirmary, 
and now a teacher of anatomy in this city. 

The matter with which his experiments 
were made, was taken from “ condylomata 
of three weeks’ standing, seated at the anus 
of a male, aged about 30 years, and accom- 
panied by a superficial disease of the lips 
and throat.” 


lst Experiment. A healthy male was in- 
oculated in the arm by rubbing off the cuti- 
cle, and applying a piece of lint saturated 
with condylomatous matter, There result- 
ed condylomata of nearly the same charac- 
ter as those from whence the matter had 
been taken. This effect was produced on 
two parts of the same arm. 


Ba Ae was applied to a sound male, 
aged 40 years, lying under a fracture of the 
leg. The application was made in the same 
manner as in the first experiment, but to the 
under surface instead of the outer part of 
the arm. The inoculation appeared at first 
to fail, but, after a time, an ulcer formed, 
which was excavated in the middle, and 
elevated into a rim at its circumference. 
lis surface was of a whitish-brown colour, 
and continued to spread until it had acquir- 
ed the size of a halfpenny. The matter had 
been applied to a surface as large as that of 
a farthing. 


3rd Experiment. Matter from the same 
case was applied in the same manner to the 
arm of a young person, and in a few days 
condylomata were produced. 


It is to be regretted that these experi- 
ments are im as much as no notice 
has been taken of the occurrence of consti- 
tutional symptoms, most probably because 
the experimenter gave mercury before such 
symptoms had time to make their appear- 
ance; I have, however, te remark, that 
sometimes (as was the case in my experi- 
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ments on B.C., M.S., P. E., W.B., and 
O. M., to the re of which I refer you), 
a specific local disease occurs from inocula- 
tion, without being followed by any consti- 
tutional symptoms. This is in accordance 
with what you may daily observe, for pri- 
mary syphilitic sores often occur without 
being followed by any constitutional affec- 
tion. 


REMARKS ow tHe PROPOSITIONS 
CONTAINED EN THE 
REPORT OF THE POOR LAW COMMITTEE 
OF THE PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATION. 


By W.M., with Notes by the Secretary 
that Committee. 


(Communicated by H. W. Rumsey, Esq , Chesham.) 


Tue important subject of providing medi- 
cal relief for the sick poor is so beset with 
difficulties, that it is much easier to state 
objections to the various modes that have 

gested than to offer any unobjec- 
tionable substitute for them. As to the 
form of remuneration, a return to specific 
charges (which, however, I am not aware 
has been customary in pauper practice) (a) 
is met by the strong objection arising from 
the power which it would leave to the me- 
dical attendant to send more medicine than 
was absolutely necessary, or in a great va- 
riety of forms, so as, in fact, to make the 
amount of his charges optional (b). A simi- 
lar objection, in some measure, presents 
itself to a stipend, according to the number 
of patients in a given sphere of duty ; since, 
unless, in every case, an order was pre- 
viously obtained from the relieving officer, 
it would create an interest in the practi- 
tioner to augment the number by a record 
of every trifling and transient ailment (c) ; 


(a) The ancient mode of remunerating a 
medical man for attendance on the sick poor, 
was, invariably, by defraying his separate 
charges. It was only when pauperism be- 
came so prevalent that contracts were re- 

to as a matter of necessity. 

(6) Whatever plan of remuneration be 
adopted, I contend that there ought to be 
a Poor Law Meptcat Boarp; and if there 
were such a Board no charges would be 
“ optional ;” they would be regulated by 
authority. 

(ec) I think that every “ trifling and tran- 
sient ailment” should be attended to and 
recorded. How much protracted misery to 
the poor, how much expense to the parish, 
would be saved, if an inducement were 
afforded to the medical man, at a small cost 
to the parish, to attend every trifling case. 
Fraudulent attempts on the part of the sur- 
geon to increase the amount of attendance 
on the number of cases, might be checked 
or detected by the Medical Board before- 
mentioned. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE RELIEF 


and thus, in either case, the expenditure for 
medical relief would be fluctuating and un- 

certain (d), which, it appears, it is one of the 
objects of the new Poor Law arrangements 
to avoid. 

However convenient, in certain situations, 
the establishment of parochial dispensaries 
may have been found, I cannot, upon mature 
consideration, see that they would be at all 
eligible for the scattered population of rural 
districts. In the larger towns, where the 
friends of the sick are making = 
for medicines at almost every hour in the 
day, no place can be so convenient, both for 
the applicants and the medical practitioner, 
as the house of the latter, for there he 
attends to the calls of his private practice 
and unprofessional concerns, and is most 
likely to be found in his leisure, for it can- 
not be expected that he would devote the 
latter to attendance at a dispensary, or that 
it would be convenient to repair thither on 
every occasion (e). 

If, in the union of several parishes allot- 
ted to the care of two or more practitioners, 
a dispensary were established, and for an 
equalization of their duties, situated in a 
central parish (/), it would be obviously 
attended with the greatest inconvenience, 
unless at their joint charge they kept there 
a duly qualified assistant to perform the 
more common and irregular duties, for other- 


(d) As to the expenditure for medica! 
relief being “ fluctuating” and ** uncertain,” 
why should this not depend upon circum- 
stances, as well as pecuniary relief. Who 
would now be permitted to supply the pau- 
pers with money or provisions at a fixed con- 
tract? If contracts at a fixed sum are de- 
cided to be the best form of medical remu- 
neration, let some better reason be found 
and alleged for them than that the rate- 
payers may have to pay “ even money.” 

(e) Surely the plan of a separate depot 
for drugs need not involve the surgeon's 
“ repairing thither on every occasion.” 
Could he not write prescriptions at his ow» 
house? Most, if not all, of Mr. M.’s objec- 
tions to this proposition arise from his tak- 
ing for granted that the surgeon should 
attend at the dispensary, for which there 
can be po reason, 


( f) We never thought of proposing that 
Id be at a “ central 
point,” or at eay considerable distance from 
the medical man’s house ; the convenience 
and the benefit of the patient are sufficient 
reasons against such an arrangement. If 
the supply of drugs cannot be separated 
from that of medical attendance, which, in « 
few cases, we are prepared to admit (although 
there are more ways of accomplishing this 
than may appear at first sight), surely the 
charges for, or cost of, the two articles may 
be separated. 
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OF THE SICK POOR. 


wise it would entail upon them a daily jour- 
ney to the dispensary, which would not 
carry them to the bedside of any patient 
severely ill, whilst the out-door patients 
could just as conveniently attend at their 
houses. Although in genteel and opulent 
localities, it may be as practicable as it is 
desirable to separate the charges for drugs 
from those for skill and attendance, it is 
much to be questioned whether, in many 
places, it would not be met by as many 
difficulties as the present system, for I be- 
lieve most country practitioners can bear 
testignony, that the charges for journeys 
constitute by far the most objectionable 
items (g¢) of a medical bill; and it must be 
within the experience of many, that there is 
a certain class of patients who, unless their 
ailments are of an alarming nature, will 
allow parsimony to obstract the practitioner 
in his duty; and such would, probably, 
whea attendance shall be charged for and 
the charge for medicines be reduced, be in- 
duced, by the same principle, to take medi- 
cines with less reluctance, whilst the prac- 
titioner would find that his visits, which 
are now so gratifying (h), would too often 
be dispensed with, or become visibly un- 
welcome. In the general application of 
the proposition, however, (a separation of 
charges for attendance from medicines,) if 
it shall be found practicable, there can be 


no doubt that it would tend eminently to | 


improve the condition of the profession, and 
would be no less beneficial to society in 
general. 

It will be perceived by the tenor of the 
foregoing observations that of the various 
modes proposed I am an advocate for a 
“stipend according to the gross popala- 
tion.” It is, in my opinion, the least ob- 
jectionable mode of providing medical re- 
lief for the sick poor. It harmonises with 
the only plan by which the independent 
labourers can possibly provide medical re- 


(g) I cannot, and never could, see the dif- 
ficulty of onguretins the charges for drugs 
from those for attendance in general prac- 
tice. Why do patients object, as Mr. M. 
says, to the charges for journeys under the 
present system? Simply, I answer, because 
other patients living nearer the practitioner 
pay only for medicines; the distinction is 
invidious and glaring. If ail paid for their 
visits a sum graduated according to dis- 
tance, the charge for the journeys would 
immediately lose its obnoxious character. 

(h) How “ gratifying” to the surGEoN (!) 
must be his visits when he is not paid for 
them, and when the cunning patient would 
take medicine. For my part, I would rea- 
dily put up with a diminished frequency of 
visits, if | were to be paid for those I did 
perform. What more do we want’ Who 
likes to work for nothing ? 
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lief for themselves, that is, by mutual as- 
surance (i); and as the medical practitioner 
must provide medicines at his own cost for 
the latter (k) so I submit he should also 
for the pauper class. Indeed, if for a 
certain sum per head upon the gross popula- 
tion, the medical practitioner undertook to 
supply all necessary attendance, including 
journeys, medicines, instruments used in 
surgical operations, with the exception only 
of cases of midwifery, and such instruments 
and bandages as require to be permanently 
worn as trusses, &c., it appears to me that 
it would be a much more simple, unvarying, 
and practicable system than any other that 
has occurred to my consideration; and for 
the more prompt and effectual atteation to 
the sick, I beg to sabmit that nothing 
could be so conducive as the appointment 
of more medical officers, and that the 
parishes of the union and those of other 
unions, which more conveniently come with- 
in their circle of practice, be as fairly as 
may be divided among them. (1) The con- 
dition of that class which we will indulgea 
hope may be hereafter called the indepen- 
dent labourers, I fear will never be so much 
ameliorated as to enable them to pay the 
charges which must accrue for medical at- 
tendance in severe and long-protracted 
cases of affliction. Mutual assurance, there- 
fore, is the only plan they can adopt, bat 
before they will be able to afford sufficient 
and ap iate terms to the medical prac- 
titioner they must be allowed to partake of 
the benefits arising from the operation of 
the new Poor Law. 


(i) Mutual assurance 7 gees necessarily, 


that each assurer should contribute ac- 
cording to his liability to require the benefit, 
and according to the value of such benefit. 
If ever medical clubs and self-supporting 
dispensaries are formed upon this simple 
principle they will be not only unobjection- 
able but most valuable institutions. 

(k) Why is he to provide medicines at 
his own cost for the latter? Why should 
existing absurdities be perpetuated ? 


(2) Who is competent to divide the 
parishes among the practitioners ? Certainly 
not a board of guardians. Parliament should 
limit, by a fixed maximum, the amount of 
duty undertaken by any one medical man, 
and then each parish and each surgeon 
might arrange according to their own con- 
venience, subject to this limitation. Sucha 
mode would surely be better than any 
medical districts. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR MEDICO-PARO- 
CHIAL REMUNERATION, 


By F. H. Sankey, Esq., Wingham. 


I aM inclined to think, that a payment of 
a fixed sum per case, is the most eligible 
way, as then the amount of remuneration 
will always bear seme proportion te the 
amount of services rendered. I am not pre- 
pared to say what that sum should be, as it 
should of course vary with the density of the 
population, and the greater or less distance 
at which the patients are situate from the 
medical man. The knowledge that a certain 
expenditure is caused by every order that is 
given, acts as a check on the relieving 
officer or overseer, and prevents that indis- 
criminate giving of orders, which was the 
great cause of driving all the poor to the 
“ parish-doctor,” under the old system, 
while the smallness of the amount does not 
prevent the order being given to the rea) 
pauper as soon as he is taken ill ;—the diffi- 
culty is to fix the amount, but I think, in 
general, ten shillings per order would be 
sufficient remuneration, provided that, in 
every case of illness of long standing, the 
order should be renewed every three months. 
This, I think, would be better, than fixing 
a larger sum, as, in some small parishes, 
there might be severe chronic cases, requir- 
ing a good deal of medicine (if not of 
attendance), and, perhaps, very often, few 
acute or epidemic cases to counterbalance 
them; on the contrary, if the sum per case 
were high, one family labouring under scar- 
latina or measles (as they would have an 
order for every individual, however slight 
the disease might be), would amount to what 
the guardians would consider too high a 
remuneration, 

I do not think that the plan of providing 
drugs from a different source would be any 
improvement, unless in towns. I am satis- 
fied that, in remote country districts, it could 
not always be accomplished. 

We have two well regulated medical 
Provident-Societies in this neighbourhood,* 
not established according to the recommen- 
dation of the Poor Law Commissiouers, 
and I am satisfied, in spite of all that has 
been said against them, that they are acting 
well for the medical man and also for the 
poor: the aumbers who belong to them are 
increasing every year. 


* The subscriptions of the poor to these 
institutions ere three, four, or even five times 
the amount of those to the Medical Club 
established by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners. 


THE SICK POOR.—POSITION OF THE BODY. 


ON TRE ca 
INFLUENCE OF GRAVITATION pes 
ON THE 
CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD IN HEALTH fac 
AND DISBASE. of 
By Francis Mosiey, Esq., Surgeon, Loudon, 
the presiding and controling 
influence of a vital principle, renders the wit 
actions, movements, and effects of living bo- ble 
dies, at variance with the laws governing the 
inanimate matter, under very many circum- ed: 
stances this control is not paramount. que 
We know that the influence of gravitation tint 
is never fora moment suspended, either with tal 
regard to living or inert matter: we can I 
conceive no state of organization capable of of t 
maintaining an existence independent of its of 
power ; motion is the effect which renders its che 
operation, as a cause, perceptible to us. men 
Inert matter moves in obedience to the pire 
impulse communicated, without offering any it h 
assistance of its own. nia, 
Living matter, when moved under certain hav 
circumstances, possesses the faculty of mo- the 
difying the impulses according to the organ- Pp 
ization peculiar to its mode of existence. sult 
Thus each organ finds in this agent an as- asce 
sistant, or antagonist, according to the ne- mon 
cessity of the action to be performed, ence 
As the true antagonist to the soaring is 9 
eagle’s wing is gravity, so the circulation pati 
through all parts of the body is, unques- that 
tionably, affected by the influence of the accu 
gravity of the blood, but in different de- side 
grees, according to their situation and posi- aslee 
tion ; and, as a general truth, we may as- Tl 
sert, that whenever the venous circulation ofter 
is favoured by the gravity of the blood, un- sym 
der ordinary circumstances, there conges- whic 
tion will be apt to take place by any change patie 
of the accustomed position, such veins hav- if 
ing but little contractile power to aid in pro- side 
pelling their contents. 
Whenever the upright posture is changed nine 
for another, say the horizontal, the circula- whol 
tion is very perceptibly affected ; the veins creas 
of the neck become swollen and livid ; the arn. 
carotid and temporal arteries pulsate with posit 
greater force, and headach and confusion of BF the | 
thought are often induced. ese occur: This | 
rences are still more rapidly and strikingly duen 
developed if the head be placed lower than FB oumy 
the rest of the body. In: 
Some of the severest cases of cephalic dis- Bent: 
order have come uuder my observation, ition 
emanating solely from the head being un- ceptir 
supported when in bed by the usual way. venou 
This, though apparently a trifling circum- stand; 
stance, I am led to consider, merits closer again: 
attention from us in practice than is usually 
bestowed ; an opinion which a moment's Gre 


eo view can but confirm, 
t is not unfrequently observed, in elderly 
patients who have been, from whatever 
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cause, long confined in bed, that a set of ner- 
yous and cerebral symptoms supervene, and 
resist every means of relief which may be 
devised ; the perceptive and intellectual 
faculties become dull and imactive ; a state 
of torpor and apathy, of greater or less de- 
gree, comes on, 

On dissection of several cases, I have 
usually found some of encephalic 
congestion, and, perhaps, a trifling effusion 
within the ventricles. I deem it not improba- 
ble that the true source and origin of most of 
the mischief, are to be sought for in the alter- 
ed state of the cephalic circulation, in conse- 
quence of the more frequent and longer con- 
tinued ducubitus, or position, in the horizon- 
tal attitude. 

It is with the head as with the other parts 
of the body, when they are kept for a length 
of time in a depending posture. In the 
chest, the stains of the blood are always 
more considerable in those parts of the res- 
piratory organs which are the lowest; and 
it has often been remarked that the pneumo- 
nia, especially when it attacks those who 
have been long bed-ridden, generally affects 
the lowest portions of the lungs. 

Perhaps some curious and interesting re- 
sults might be obtained by endeavouring to 
ascertain the comparative frequency of pneu- 
monia on the left and on the right side, of 
engorgement of the liver and of the spleen, 
iu rotation to the ordinary position of the 
patients during sleep. It is quite possible 
that the blood may acquire a tendency to 
accumulate, in particular organs, on that 
side which the person usually assumes while 
asleep. 

The mere continement to bed appears 
often to bring on cough and other pectoral 
symptoms among old and intirm patients, 
which is often irremediable so long as the 
patient remains in the horizontal position. 

If the hand has been long hanging by the 
side, especially when it is warm at the time, 
the veins become full and distended, every 
minute ramification can be traced, and the 
whole volume of the soft parts is greatly in- 
creased: by merely raising the hand and 
arm, and keeping them for some time in that 
position, all these appearances vanish, and 
the hand assumes its wonted condition. 
This is one of the best examples of the in- 
fluence of mere gravity or sanguiferous ac- 
cumulation, 

In the case of the lower limbs the move- 
ments are mach more limited, and their po- 
sition is almost always unfavourable, ex- 
cepting during sleep, to the return of the 
venous blood; whether we are walking, 
standing, or sitting, the blood has to rise 
against the force of gravity. 


Great Ormond-street, 
July 1, 1837. 


FACTS REGARDING 
TAE 


STATISTICS OF INSANITY. 
(Abridged from Browne on Lamatic Asylums.) 


INFLUENCK OF PARTICULAR PROFESSIONS IN 
THE PRODUCTION OF THE DISEASE, 


Tuere is no preservative virtue in parti- 
cular professions, as has been imagined. 
Mathematical study is not an antidote ; the 
science may become as fatal a poison to 
certain intellects as the gaming-table or 
ambition. It is true, that an eminent 
writer* on this subject has asserted, that 
among the educated classes admitted into 
Bicétre, no instances of insane geometricians, 
physicians, naturalists, or chemists are to 
be found ; while priests, poets, painters, 
and musicians occur in great numbers. 
This statement is an error; Bicétre is an 
asylum for the poor; and from its records 
no legitimate conclusion can be drawn as 
to the liability of the educated classes or 
professions. In the table published by Es- 
quirol, the most accurate observer and the 
most cautious philosopher who has written 
upon the subject, we find out of 164 cases 
treated in his private asylum, which is 
appropriated to the wealthy and educated 
exclusively, neither priests nor poets are 
found. There are, however, two engineers, 
four physicians, four chemists, and several 
others whose investigations had been di- 
rected to the observation of the qualities 
and relations of external objects. Priests 
and poets are, however, more frequently 
attacked by insanity than either physicians 
or naturalists; and this arises from the 
nature of their pursuits calling the imagi- 
nation and the more energetic emotions into 
constant activity; and from such persons 
being naturally and constitutionally more 
liable to excitement; that is, they are so in 
consequence of the nature of the powers 
by which they are led to adopt those pro- 
fessions, and of the temperament by which 
their powers are influenced. 


INFLUENCE OF MARRIAGE AND THE SEXES.— 
FEMALE EDUCATION, 


Marriage, and the peace and happiness 
it secures, afford a protection from insanity. 
Tables formed in various countries show, 
that the unmarried or widowed lunatics 
always preponderate, In the admission at 
Charenton, the difference is as follows :— 

Unmarried or widowed .... 859 


Difference 


In Mr. Duncan’s paper, read before the 
Royal Medical Society, Edinburgh, in 1835, 


* Dr. Conolly. 
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the following occurs: but he does not men- 
tion his authority :— 


Difference 1201 


Of the parties to this engagement, females 
are, ss most subject to insanity, 
both before and after the consummation of 
marriage. This has been attributed to their 
peculiarity of constitution, delicacy of 
frame, and susceptibility of mind ; bat, if 
this set of causes be confined in their opera- 
tion to women, so is a large proportion of 
the physical causes, and the influence of 
ambition, speculation, and dissipation, con- 
fined in their operation to men. No expla- 
nation of the inequality can be received 
on these grounds. The vicious and imper- 
fect education of females, however, may 
afford “an open and easy road for the 
enemy to enter,” tending as that education 
does, im the majority of cases, to arrest the 
development of the body, overtasking some 
of the mental powers, and leaving others un- 
touched and untaught, while, so far as it is 
moral, it is directed to sordid and selfish 
feelings, and substitutes a vapid sentimental- 
ism, for a knowledge of the realities and 
duties of life. The department of statis- 
tics, however, which embraces the causes 
affecting the two sexes, is still uncultivated, 
and almost unknown. The facts are as 
follow :—In one of Duncan's tables, 752 
are males, 1625 females; in another of 2507 
insane in the Parisian hospitals, 1095 are 
men, 1412 women. This great disparity is 
not uniformly observed in France, or even 
in Paris. Parent Duchatelet supposes one- 
twentieth of the patients at Salpetriére to 
be insane from prostitution. According to 
the calculations of Esquirol, out of 25,083 
persons ascertained to be insane in Paris, 
13,964 are females. In Milan, the numbers 
are 2699 men, 3207 women. Some other 
countries present an equal proportion of 
lunatics in both sexes: and in Norway the 
males predominate. Scotland, in 1818, had 
2311 men, and 3339 women insane. In 
some other instances the males are most nu- 
merous ; but a general census would, it 
is believed, substantiate the view given 
above. 


NUMBER OF RECOVERIES IN VARIOUS 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 


The proportion of recoveries does not de- 
pend upon, or vary with, local circum- 
stances ; it is the same in Italy as in Eng- 
land ; it bears little relation to the oceupa- 
tion, sex, or age of the patient, and less to 
the cause of the malady, unless that be or- 
ganic ; it cannot even be attributed to the 
talents of the physician, save when these 
are dedicated solemnly and enthusiastically 
to the task. “If all asylums had advanced 
to that stage of improvement to which they 


INSANITY, 


will ultimately be forced by the aageime 
of public opinion, and were patients placed 
under treatment on the very first and 
slightest indication (the oddity, or eccen- 
tricity, which ushers in the disease), I have 
no hesitation in affirming, that the propor. 
tion given by Ellis (who cured 90 out of 
every 100 cases) would become universal.” 
The following table of the proportion of 
recoveries in different establishments refers 
chiefly to the results of the current century, 


Ave P rtion 

Hospitals. 
25 .... Senavra, Milan ...... 58 in 100 
2 .... Charenton, Paris ....40 — 
12 .... Salpetriére & Bicétre 34 — 
12 .... Ivry, Paris..........51 — 
13 .... Retreat, Vork........50 — 
8 .... Gloucester ..... | 
— .... York (county asylum) 49 — 
6 .... Bethlem, 1748-1794 ..28 — 
1 .... Bethlem, 1813...... — 
15 .... Bethlem, 1819-1833 ..50 — 
5 .... Wakefield ....... 
.... Stafford 438 
2 .... Dundee ...... 42 50 — 
— Hartford,United States 91% 


MORTALITY, WITH ITS CAUSES, AMONG 
LUNATICS, 

“The rate of mortality will vary some- 
what in different asylums, according to the 
locality, the classes admitted, and the treat- 
ment pursued; but the following table may 
be presented as exhibiting these differences 
and their influence.” 


Wakefield Asylum ....24 in 100, or 1 in 4 


Lancaster........--+- lind 
French Hospitals ....22 ....... Lin 4} 
Senavra, Italy ........42}........ lin 2} 
lin4 
Glasgow ............ 1 in 10 
Burrow’s Priv, Asylum 6}........ lin 


Autumn and winter are the seasons most 
fatal to lunatics, Of 798 deaths at Sal- 
petriére, 175 took place in the spring, 174 
in the summer, in autumn 234, and in winter 
207. At Charenton 119 deaths took place in 
summer, 160 in winter, 

The diseases which chiefly destroy 
lunatics appear, from a table of 300 cases, to 
attack them in the following order :—Colli- 
quative diarrhoea, scurvy, affections of the 
liver, apoplexy, typhoid fevers, nervous 
fevers, phthisis, These, with two excep- 
tions, were the result of debility. In 
another table of 995 deaths occurring in 
some of the principal English asylums, are 
the following :—Exhamstion and old age, 
227; apoplexy and paraiysis, 152; diar- 
rhoea and dysentery, 132; consumption, 
119; epilepsy and convulsions, 104. 
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TREATMENT OF H2ZMORRHAGES. 545 


Cast 2.—On the 14th July, late in the 
EMPLOYMENT OF evening, the author was consulted by a poor 
THE SECALE CORNUTUM man, whose wife, 33 years of age, had suf- 
HEMORRHAGE NOT PUERPERAL, pregaaat, the 
succ menstrual flux. ‘ithout 
Tue efficacy of the ergot of rye in de- | seeing the patient, Dr. S. ordered the secale 
veloping uterine contraction, or increasing cornutam - ry manner above mentioned 
the contractility of that organ in cases of | (ViiJ- grs. every fifteen minutes), and directed 
A f the patient to observe an horizontal position, 

hamorrage occurring at a period when to avoid everything stimulant, ke 
the uterus has acquired a certain volume,is| The hamorrhage ceased after 40 grains 
now acknowledged by a great majority of | of the ergot had beeu taken, but the patient 
practitioners in midwifery. On the other | felt excessively exhausted and weak. The 
hand, bat few medical men admit its power | Medicine was discontinued as soon as the 
over hemorrages from the non-impregnated an ie the patient was calm and 
uterus, and still fewer will be willing to free from uneasiness ; but on getting up at 
recognise in the ergot of rye, any decided | twelve o'clock, the haemorrhage instantane - 
influence over discharges of blood from any | ously re-appeared. It was arrested again 
organic apparatus, other than the reproduc- by the ergot of rye, and again came on in 
tive. Several experiments, however, of the of 
German physicians induce us to believe, ports afew mere powders, the 
that the secale cornutum may be employed | cine now brought on repeated vomitting, 
with benefit in certain cases of hamorrhage | and such disgust, that the patient refused 


from the lungs, from the stomach, and from | t a the any sg The following was 


the mucous membranes in general. The 
question requires a more extensive investi- Seeal. cornuti, 
gation before it can be decided; in the mean Cog. c, aqu. fontan. q.8., Colat, une, 
time, we offer the following observations, -adm., 
extracted from the last number of “ Hufe- 
land’s Journal” now before us (March, A spoonful every one or two hours. 
1837, pp. 52—88). Cold brandy was also rubbed in over the 

Cast 1.—In July, 1833, the writer (Dr. abdomen, and in a few days the bleeding 
Schneider) attended a strong, healthy-consti- ceased altogether under this treatment. 


tutioned girl of 18 years of age. Six days 
Case 3.—A very weak woman, of highly 


previously the patient had her menses in 
the usual quantity, but the evening before | nervous temperament, was subject to a copi- 
being seen by Dr. Schneider, she was seized | ous discharge of blood from the uterus at 
with frequent discharges of blood from the | each catamenial period. The hemorrhage 


nose stomach, and in such quantity | continued each time, without interruption, for 
that her life seemed in imminent danger, Ou | twelve or fourteen days, and this state of 
arriving, at seven o’clock in the morning, | things had existed for a year, in spite of 
the au found the patient bleeding copi- | every remedy, when, on 18th of July, 
ously from the right nostril; the blood was | 1833, the ergot of rye was administered 
very clear and fluid; the patient of a pale | for the first time. 
yellow colour, the pulse hard and remark-| After having taken five powders without 
ably accelerated. any benefit, the woman was seized with 

Cold applications to the head, neck, and excessively violent vomitting, and became 
breast ; sinapisms to the feet, and draughts delirious. The povder was now discon- 
containing tinct. opii, spirit. acid. vitriol., “tinued, and the decoction administered in 
iu cinnamon water, were employed without | its place ; but the bleeding continued. 
producing any effect. The secale cornutum| Imagining that the preparation was im- 
was now ordered, in the dose of viij. grs. perfect, the author now procured his ergot 
every quarter of an hour, After having | at another shop, and administered ten doses, 
taken a few powders, the patient felt sick | when the patient was attacked with pain in 
at the stomach, and threw up a quantity of the abdomen, vomitting, vertigo, and faint- 
coagulated blood. After the administration ing: a still more violent discharge of blood 
of the fifth powder, the hwemorrage ceased, | from the uteras set in, which diminished 
and did not return, The patient was sub-| under the use of sulphate of iron with 
sequently attacked with symptoms of ty- | opium, and was at length mastered by a 
phus fever, then with intermittent fever,| persevering employment of the secale- cor- 
but at length recovered perfectly. 
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546 MR. JEAFFERSON’S CASE OF BLINDNESS. 


Cast 4.—A woman, 22 years of age, of 
good constitution, having always menstu- 
rated regularly, married 12 months before, 
was seized on the third month of her 
pregnancy with colicy pains, Xc., and 
aborted. The discharge of blood which 
followed the expulsion of the foetus, con- 
tinued in such abundance for four weeks, 
that the patient was reduced to the last 
extremity. 


On the 15th of August, 1833, the woman 
commenced taking the ergot of rye in six- 
grain doses every fifteen minutes, On the 
i7th the patient assured Dr. Schueider that 
the hamorrhage had ceased after the second 
powder was taken, and that she felt consi- 
derably relieved, although it re-appeared a 
few hours later. Four-and-twenty powders, 
in the same doses, were now given, with 
orders to take one every half hour, These 
produced the desired effect; the hwmorr- 
hage soon ceased, and the woman remained 
subsequently free from all accidents, 


Case 5.—A woman, 30 years of age, 
mother of several healthy children; strong 
in constitution, and habitually enjoying ex- 
cellent health, was seized in the commence- 
mentof October, 1833, with severe hamorr- 
hage from the uterus, without any apparent 
cause. Although the patient was not preg- 
nant, 2 midwife was sent for, who ordered 
her to be placed in the horizontal position, 
and applied cold clothes to the abdomen, 
but without any effect. The author, who 
saw the woman for the first time, in the 
evening, found her in a state of excessive 
weakness; the pulse was small aud quick, 
and the skin cold as ice: he immediately 
ordered 16 powders of the secale cornutum, 
7 grains in each; one every 15 minutes, 
The hemorrhage ceased after the sixth pow- 
der. Asa prudential measure, the powders 
were continned for some time longer; and 
the woman remained free from hemorrhage 
since that time. 


Since the year, 1833, the author assures 
us, that he has administered the ergot of 
rye in several other cases of haemorrhage; 


about two-thirds of the patients were quick- | i 
ly restored to health; in one-third, the| ently ® seton im the neck, using tk 


remedy produced no effect, and it became 
necessary to employ other means, 


Below five-grain doses, every quarter of 
an hour,the secale cornutam produces little 


or no effect; and if the doses be carried | 


above eight grains, itsoon gives rise to more 
or less severe symptoms of narcotism. The 
powder is more efficacious than the decoc- 
tion: bat when more than twelve months’ 
old, it loses a great share of its efficacy. 


RESTORATION OF SIGHT 
AFTER BLINDNESS PRODUCED BY 
COUP DE SOLEIL, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—The following is the most interest. 
ing ease of restoration to sight, of the kind, 
(shewing that scarcely any case of blindness 
can be said to be without bope) that I ever 
met with, during a most extensive ophthal- 
mic practice of thirteen years, as surgeon to 
the Bombay Eye Infirmary, in the Honoura- 
ble East India Company's Service. By 
giving it a place in your valuable Journal, 
you will oblige, your obedient servant, 

W. Jiarrneson, Surgeon Oculist. 
38, Clargess-street, Piccadilly. 


Case.—Captain whilst riding on 
horseback on one of the most sultry days, 
at a considerable distance from camp, iu 
the territories of His Highness, the Nizam 
of Hydrabad, in the Fast Indies, in whose 
service he commanded a troop of cavalry, 
was suddenly struck by a coup de soleil; he 
was conveyed in a palanquin home, where 
he remained, duriug some days, in a state al- 
most of total insensibility, The most active 
autipblogistic treatment was used, but the 
sight, which, from the first, had entirely left 
him in both eyes, did not return with the 
gradual improvement of the other symptoms. 

Soon after this, he was advised to come 
to Bombay to consult me, having to 
travel for that purpose between three and 
four hundred miles, in a most debilitated 
state. This gentleman was about thirty 
years of age, of spare habit, remarkably 
abstemious; dark hair and eyes. I found him 
completely blind, so much so, as not to be 
able to distinguish (ina darkened room ) the 
window, opened to the strongest light; the 
same vacant stare, though certainty ina less 
degree, as is generally observable in gutta 
serena, yet, withal, considerable contraction 
and dilatation of the pupil. This, in fact 
the only favourable symptom, gave me en- 
couragement to put him on a steady course 
of mercary, keeping up counter irritation by 
repeated blisters on the temples, and subse- 


strongest stimulating local applications, in 
the forms of lotions to the eyes, exposing 
them, from time to time, to the fumes of sal 
volatile, &c. &c. but all without the slight- 
est improvement. Finding his strength 
(already much reduced before I saw him, 
still falling off, with great general ners ous 
irritability, this treatment was discontinued 
he recovered a little strength under the nse 
of tonic medicines, aud a more generous 
diet, but was advised to go a long sea voy- 
age, and toa more healthy climate, the Cape 


of Good Hope. This, however, he could 
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not conveniently do, without first returning 
to the head quarters of his regiment, when, 
being totally unfit for duty, at a very con- 
siderable sacrifice, he was obliged to retire 
on the invalid establishment. 

I had always given it as my opinion, that 
so long as the sensibility remained in the 
iris to the extent it did, I ought not to aban- 
don his case as entirely hopeless: this 
made him naturally anxious that I should 
again see him at the expiration of more than 
a year and ahalf, that I might ascertain 
whether any change had taken piace ; he 
therefore determined on a second visit to 
Bombay. This long journey, which before 
had been one of extreme fatigue, as well as 
intense anxiety, indacing him to come forced 
marches, Was now oue of comparative lei- 
sure and enjoyment, from having his 
elephants to carry his tents, his cuisine, and 
every other possible comfort. 

He arrived, having ridden all the way on 
a rough paced elephant, quite an altered 
man in appearance. The eyes were much 
in the same state, except that he could now 
discern strong light from darkness, Eucou- 
raged by this change, slight indeed as it was, 
I again repeated the blisters, in constant 
succession, with electricity, and the same 
powerful stimulants ; tonics, chiefly quinine, 
a generous diet, requesting him to take more 
wine than he either had been accustomed to, 
or liked. He was ordered to ride daily two 
hours before and two after sunset, on a 
steady and favourite horse, along the beau- 
tiful sands by the sea-side ; also to use cold 
sea-water shower-baths, every morning ; the 
water having been placed in a cool shady 
place a day or two previously. Whether it 
was from the change of diet, or the medi- 
eines, or from a cold which he had con- 
tracted at this time, I know not, but, he was 
attacked with a most violent purging and 
vomitting, which quite alarmed me, from the 
extreme faintness and exhaustion that at- 
tended it, in some respects resembling 
cholera: the quantity as well as the quality 
of the feculant matter discharged, of which 
a large portion was the most hardened scy- 
balw,was greater than I ever inany other case 
saw, or, indeed, could have believed could 
accumulate, of the most offensive descrip- 
tion. The sight quickly returned; so rapidly, 
indeed, that after a few days it was as per- 
fectasever. The effect seemed, as it were, 
fo be almost an effort of nature alone; the 
patient having heen totally blind for the 
Space of nearly two years. 


TREATMENT OF THE DEAF AND 
DUMB. 


( From Thornton on the Physiology and Diseases 
of the Ear, published by J, Churchill, Sohe.) 


“Tue principles of the system I adopt 
are simply these :—First, That (notwith- 
standing the extraordinary prejudice which, 
ascribing all congenital deafness to the for- 
mation of the orgaa of hearing, denounces 
the disease as incurable, and deprecates all 
attempts at relief as at once nugatory and 
fallacious,) a rational mode of cure ought 
to be at first attempted. Secondly, That 
the little patients be suffered to mix with 
those not similarly affected. Thirdly, 
That no symbolical mode of education 
should be adopted until the previous exami- 
nation of the ear may have shewn the ex- 
istence of such structural derangement or 
malformation as to exclude all hope of cure. 
Fourthly, That this examination and cura- 
tive process should take place in early 
childhood, And, lastly, That no case should 
be relinquished as desperate until all means 
have failed to remove the defect, and the 
case is evidently beyond the reach of me- 
dical relief. In corroboration of the neces- 
sity ofa mostearly attention being paid to the 
little sufferers, I may, perhaps, be pardon- 
ed in mentioning a fact of peculiar interest, 
and one well known to mothers—thet many 
children have heard very clearly at the time 
of tecthing, who afterwards became entirely 
deaf, aud, consequently, dumb, 

“Tt would appear, therefore, in conformity 
with the mode of treatment adopted, and 
eflicaciously pursued by others, that the 
first step necessary to be taken in attempting 
the cure and education of the deaf and 
dumb, is neither to plunge them at once 
amongst the common herd of those under a 
similar dispensation of wretchedness, as 
hopeless outcasts of society, nor to attempt 
their relief by the slow and unsatisfactory 
use of signs and symbols, or the painful ut- 
terance of scarcely intelligible sounds, for 
which there may be no present necessity ; 
but to ascertain in early infancy, by trial 
and examination of the ear itself, whether 
there be any chance or possibility of so far 
affecting its delicate structure, by a ju- 
dicious course of medical treatment, as to 
impart to it in the end the capacity of hear- 
ing. ‘This examination may be easily ac- 
complished, although, perhaps, not in the 
affecting manner adopted by a lady-mother, 
who, haviug had the misfortune to be both 
deaf and dumb herself, was observed, during 
the supposed absence of the nurse, to steal- 
thily approach her infant's cradle with a 
large stone in her hasd, which she threw 
with considerable force upon the floor, and 
then fell upon her knees, with eyes and 
hands uplifted in gratitude to God, that her 
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little one, by its instantly starting from its 
slumber in evident affright, had given the 
best ofall possible proofs that it was exempt 
from the privations so severely felt by the 
mother.” The cure may be slow in its 
progress, as the means used ought, neces- 
sarily, to be proportioned in mildness and 
gentleness to the delicacy of the organ they 
are designed to effect; but no case should 
be deemed hopeless until long and arduous 
trial may have proved its abandonment fally 
justifiable: it will be time enough to con- 
sign them over to other hands when all pos- 
sible means have failed, and that hope-ex- 
tinguishing word incurable, shall have been 
appended to their names. 

“In carrying these means into due effect, 
it will be expedient also that proper ac- 
cessories be used to render them available, 
otherwise every endeavour made to promote 
a cure may be rendered vain and nugatory. 
For, first, the general health and comfort of 
the little patients require the most sedulous 
care and watchfulness: it will beexpedient, 
therefore, that they should be placed in the 
bosom of some family residing in a cheerful 
and healthy neighbourhood, and where the 
watchful eye of medical care and attention 
may be continually over them. In the next 
place the curative process, although of the 
most simple and gentle character, is one 
which, nevertheless, requires the most un- 
remitting attention. Lastly, it will be ex- 

ient that every changing symptom should 

duly observed, registered, and attended 
to, and that, as far as may be practicable, 
the perceptive should at all times go hand 
in hand with the curative process; indeed, 
so much need is there that every expedient 
should be duly tried in the way of cure, that 
every kind of soothing attention should be 
paid at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, and that such a rigid care should 
be exercised as to their amusements, regi- 
men, habits of body, peculiarities of feeling, 
temper, and disposition, and the mode of 
treatment, both curative and preceptive, 
that nothing short of a complete dedication 
of the whole energies of our nature to the 
important task can justify the hope of ulti- 
mate success.” 


ALLEGED BREACH OF PROMISE, 
GROSS MISREPRESENTATION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lanert. 


Sir:—In the last Number of your valua- 
ble Journal you have inserted a gross and 
false libel on my professional and private 
character, in a letter from Mr. Hardy, of 
Gibson-square, Islington, relative to my 
purchase of certain premises from that vora- 


cious person. He states that I represented 
myself to him “ simply as a chemist and 
druggist, and pledged my honour T should 


only act as such.” Both these assertions 
are utterly false. I never represented myself 
as a mere chemist and druggist ; so far from 
this being the truth, I told him I should 
not be restricted in any way, and gave him 
a week to consider of the matter; at the 
end of which time, he said he would waive 
all objections. In further proof of my state- 
ment, I inclose you a copy of the agreement 
between us, drawn up by Mr. Hardy him- 
self, in which there is no restriction men- 
tioned, nor any allusion whatever made to 
my pledging myself to act as a chemist and 
druggist, and not as a general practitioner, 
which Mr. Hardy would have inserted if 
such were the case. You will also perceive, 
that he has disposed of what, he says, he 
purchased for “* several hundred pounds,” 
for the sum of £31 sterling, for house, fix- 
tures, bottles, drugs, &c. &c., and for this 
mighty sum does the honourable Mr. Hardy, 
who never was guilty, according to his now 
statement, of any fraudulent trick, &c. Xc., 
dispose of his valuable interest. Now, Sir, 
Mr. Hardy was only a yearly tenant, for 
which he paid the several hundred pounds, 
and was so extremely popular in the neigh- 
bourhood, that I was about to take the next 
house to his residence. I shall not further 
comment upon Mr. Hardy's conduct and 
letter, but am perfectly contented to leave 
your readers to form their own opinion on 
the matter between us. 

I need scarcely add, that I expect, as a 
matter of justice, that as you inserted an 
attack on my character, you will insert my 
reply. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Freperick Dawson, 
Licent. of the Soc. of Apothecaries. 


3, Union-place, Lower-road, 
Islington, June 29th. 


“ Memorandum of tmade the 20th 
day of April, 1837, between Richard 
Hardy, of No. 3, Union-place, Lower- 
road, Islington, in the county of Mid- 
dlesex, of the one part, and Frederick 
Dawson, of 14, Barn’s-place, Mile-end- 
road, in the same county, of the other 
part. 

“The said Richard Hardy has agreed to 
let the said Frederick Dawson have posses- 
sion of the dwelling-house, situate and being 
No. 3, Union-place, Lower-road, Islington, 
in the aforesaid county, on the 9th day of 
May next: The said Richard Hardy pledges 
himself to pay and discharge all king's 
taxes, parochial or other rates whatever, 
that may become due before the 9th day of 
May next. Should the said Richard Hard) 
wish to remain till Midsummer-day next, to 
be allowed to occupy the upper part of the 
honse; in consideration whereof the said 
Richard Hardy agrees to pay to the said 
Frederick Dawson the sam of £4 a month. 


The said Richard Hardy, for and in consi- 
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deration of the sum of £31, paid to him by 
the said Frederick Dawson, on the 9th day 
of May next, doth hereby sell, dispose of, 
and make over to the said Frederick Daw- 
son all such fixtures, drugs, articles, mat- 
ters and things as are specified and describ- 
ed in the schedule annexed. And, further- 
more, the said Fred. Dawson hath agreed 
to pay down the sum of £10 (in part of 
payment of the £31) as a deposit, until this 
agreement is fulfilled. In witness whereof 
the said parties hereto have hereunto set 
their hands the day and year first above- 
written, (Signed) 
Ricuarp Harpy, 


(A copy.) Freperick Dawson.” 


* Inventory of Articles, at No.3, Union-place, 
Lower-road, Islington. 

* Shop.—Bottles, drugs, jars, drawers, 
shelves, counter, gas-fittings, blinds to win- 
dow and door, weights, mortar, &c. ; fixtures 
as at present in the shop, with the exception 
of the clock, including door, partitions, Xc. 

“ Surgery, or parlour. — Stove, blind, 
shelves, &c. 

“ Greenhouse,” &c., &c., 

[The remainder we need not publish. | 

This is the schedule of articles and fixtures 
as specified in the agreement. 

(Signed) Ricuarv Harpy.” 


MARYLEBONE INFIRMARY, 


LATE ELECTION OF HOUSE-SURGEON, 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


Sir:—Being referred to by one of your 
correspondents in the last number of Tur 
Lancet, signed “ Observer,” as one of the 
medical gentlemen belonging to the Com- 
mittee of the Board of Guardians of Mary- 
lebone, for the truth of what he alleges to 
have taken place lately, in the election of a 
surgeon to the vacancey of ¥en 
to the Marylebone Infirmary, 1 

bound, in justice to your anonymous 
contengadhnty to bear testimony to the facts 
therein stated, A Dr, Murray did present 
himself for the vacancy, with testimonials 
of the highest character; but, as he had 
not been provided with a certificate of qua- 
litication from the Apothecaries’ Company, 
agreeably to the terms of the advertisement, 
he was not considered eligible to become a 
candidate for the vacancy. Being myself 
disappointed at the decision of the Com- 
mittee, I considered it my duty to bring 
his case before the Board, and I made a 
motion to the effect, “* That he be admitted 
a candidate for the vacancy.” Having 
taken the sense of the Board upon it, the 
motion was lost on a division; perhaps, 
this was to be regretted the more from the 
salary having been increased a short time 
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before, with a view of procuring the ser- 
vices of a highly-qualified gentleman, par- 
ticularly at a moment when a strong public 
fecling exists against the present system of 
procuring medicine and medical attendance, 
by tender, on the lowest terms, thereby 
contracting for the lowest modicum of pro- 
fessional talent. 

ln reference to the communication in the 
last number of Tue Lancet, signed “ Caus- 
tic,” Iam compelled, from a sense of duty, 
but with considerable reluctance, to assert 
most positively, that what he states is not a 
fact. He says, that the scrutineers who 
admitted him as a candidate on a former 
oceasion, were the same who rejected him 
on the last. He should have recollected 
that, «n the occasion when he was admitted, 
there was no medical gentleman on the 
Committee ; at present there are two, Per- 
haps, he is not aware that there are several 
essential requisites necessary to qualify a 
gentlemen for the responsible situation of 
house-surgeon to so large an establishment 
as the Marylebone Infirmary, besides the 
mere possession of the legal documents re- 
quired by the terms of an advertisement. 
He further insinuates that the election was 
a job, which I have to observe is as false 
as it is malicious. There never was an 
election conducted with more propriety, 
and with less feeling of prejudice or parti- 
ality, the desire of every member of the 
Committee being to select the most eflicient 
and best qualified candidate, consistently 
with the terms of the advertisement; and 
the better to attain that desirable object, 
the medical officers in ordinary of the estab- 
lishment were invited to be present, three 
of whom politely assisted the Committee 
at the examination of the testimonials, the 
other gentlemen being absent on profes- 
sional duty. I am, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

G.S. M.D., Surgeon. 
33, Welbeck-street, Cavendish-square, 
June 28th, 1837. 


THIEVES. 


To the Editor of Tur. Laver. 
Sin:—A gang of thieves are calling on 
many members of the profession, generally 
wishing to know the midwifery-fee, Ac. 
I have lost a book by them, and a friend 


whom I had cautioned, caught one with 
“Turner's Chemistry” in his possession, 
but let him off.—Pray insert this notice, and 
if it occasion one of the batch to be caught, 
I will cheerfully commence a subscription 
towards defraying any expenses to which a 
professional man may be subjected by 
prosecuting. Your's, ac. 
T. Ine, 


Newington, July 5th, 1837, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


INVENTION OF STILETTED 
CATHETERS. 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir:—As Mr. Wansbrough, of Fulham, 
(in Tue Lancer of July Ist,) seems inclined 
to dispute the priority of invention of the 
‘ Stiletted Catheter,’ with Mr. Stafford and 
Mr. Pope, may I be permitted to introduce 
to the notice of your readers, the observa- 
tious of an old and valued friend on the 
subject :—* Francisco Diaz, published at 
Madrid, in the year 1627, his ‘Tratado 
uuevamente impresso, de todas las enferme- 
dades duvs renones vexiga, y carnosidades 
de la verga,’ &c. In ‘ Libro Tercero’ of 
that work, page 181, is the outline of an 
instrument (a copy of which I possess) con- 
structed on similar principles, and with the 
same curative intention. ‘ Nueva manera 
de instrumento cisorio para cortar las car- 
nosidades.’ Again, Alphonsus Ferrus, or 
Ferreus, who published a work in Rome, 
A. D. 1552, advocates the practice of cutting 
through strictures, when other means fail. 
Itaque cum carne ea minuenda propter ob- 
callescentem ejus duriciem satis esse non 
videbuntur, ad eam pungendam ac dissol- 
vendam, argalia, vel specillo, bene perforan- 
tibus et incidentibus, ut facilius penetrare 
possint, opus peragendum est, nec est cur 
sanguinis effusionem per hec instrumenta 
iimeamus, saluberium nam ea est, dummodo 
ex caruncula ipsa (nec aliter) effundatur. 
Mr. Pope, of the London University Col- 
lege, considers Mr. Stafford to be fully 
entitled te the credit of being the “ original 
inventor ;” yet one of his professors, Mr. S. 
Cooper, in the last edition of his “ First 
Lines,” states, distinctly, that i is an old 
practice revived. Your's, &c. 

W. T. 

Newington, July 3rd, 1837. 


HEART OF HIS LATE MAJESTY. 
To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 


Sir:—In the bulletin of the autopsy of 
his late Majesty, I tind the particulars of 
the post-mortem examination of the heart to 


be as follows :— 
* The heart itseif was large, and softened 


distended with blood, but exhibited ne 
marks of organic disease, On the left side 
of the heart the mitral valves were found to 
be ossified, and the three semilunar valves 
of the aorta were in the same state. 
ossification, was in two of them, to such an 
extent, that it must have materially interfered 
with their functions.” 


in texture, Its right side was extremely | Gojjjer? 


Now, as this autopsy of the late King 
is an historical record, and although it is 
supposed to be drawn up by the elite of the 
medical profession in England, the savants 
in medicine, surgery, and pharmacy, who 
were present, assisted at this examina- 
tion, are not warranted in stating that the 
heart was not organically diseased. The 
report states, that “ his Majesty’s heart was 
large, and softened in texture,” &c. Xc, 
Taking the statement respecting the heart 
on the showing of those who signed the 
final report, 1 hold that the allegation is 
not borne out by the fact, inasmuch as or- 
ganic disease, if it mean anything, means 
such alteration of structure or tissue as is 
easily detected on dissection after death, 
Softening of the texture of the heart is a 
deviation from normal structure, and, of 
course, including the ossification of the 
mitral valves, a complete case of organic 
disease of the heart is made clearly out. I 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, cC.Q. 

London, June 28, 1837. 


DISTILLING POWERS OF SOULLESS 
SUBSTANCES. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str :—Among other mistakes contained in 
the new Pharmacoporia, Dr. Collier mentions 
the following, “ Caute destillet oleum ;”’ and 
adds (an observation, the originality of 
which, I should think, no one will feel in- 
clined to gainsay), that this “is not sense, 
unless oil has a soul and possesses reason.” 
How, or where, the Doctor discovered this, 
will, I imagine, remain a mystery : suffice it, 
however, to say, that “Celsus and most 
other worthies,” would not, if they were 
living at the present time (at least if we are 
to judge from their writings) have concurred 
in the Doctor’s opinion, since it would ap- 
pear, that in their extreme ignorance they 
imagined that a thing without “soul” or 
“reason,” might distil. I do not think it 
necessary to occupy your valuable space, 
with quotations from various authors, to 
prove the truth of my statement, but trust 
that Dr. Collier will feel satistied with the 
following extract from an author, with 
whom, I should imagine, he is acquainted. 
“ Destillet humor ex capite in nares,” says 
Celsus. Which is right, Celsus or Dr. 


Trusting that you will, in all fairness, 


| give this a place in an early number of Th: 
| Lancet, I beg to subscribe myself, your 
he obedient servant, - 


Tyro. 


London, June 26, 1837. 
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THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, July 8, 1837. 


We embrace the earliest opportunity of 
stating to the profession that the Poor Law 
Committee which has been so long sitting in 
the House of Commons, concluded its 
labours for the present Session on Tuesday 
last, having agreed to a Report which has 
since been presented to the House, but is 
not yet printed, 

These proceedings have, as all persons 
must be aware, termina'ed abruptly, iu con- 
sequence of the decease of his Majesty, WiL- 
Liam the Fourrn, Had the Session of Par- 
liament continued until about the end of 
Augnst, the medical portion of the inquiry 
would have been undertaken as a distinct 
department of the investigation, and, in a 
fortnight, the labours of the Committee on 
that branch of the subject might have been 
eficiently completed. 

We are not at liberty, as the Report of the 
Committee is still in manuscript, tv quote, 
ipsissimis verbis, any passages from that 
decument, but we may be allowed to state 
that the Committee has intimated that the 
practice of taking medical practitioners by 
tender, with no other evidence of their shill 
than written testimonials, is, in all proba- 
bility, not the best that could be adopted in con- 
nection with the interests of the sick poor. 
When this intimation is reported to the 
House of Commons, combined with a re- 
commendation that the labours of the Com- 
mittee should be resumed early in the next 
Sessiun of Parliament, the profession will 
be presented with the best guarantee that 

could be afforded to them, that the odious 
system of tender which has been adupted in 
the Unions by the Poor Law Conumissioners, 
and their tools, the Guardians, is speedily tu 
be abolished, either under the exercise of a 
sounder and more liberal discretion on the 
part of the triumvirate of Somerset House, 
or by a statute of the legislature. 


END OF THE POOR LAW COMMITTEE. 5at 


The evidence given before the Committee 
relating to the medical arrangements of the 
Unions has been, generally speaking, of a 
very loose and unsatisfactory description 
a circumstance which was to be expected on 
recollecting that not one witness was called 
te speak specially to that department of the 
‘nquiry. Although the Committee has been 
sitting so many weeks, the affairs of only 
six out of fice hundred Cnions have been 
examined, and the inquiry was only ren- 
dered complete with respect to three of those 
six. It is not at all extraordinary, there- 
fore, that the medical department, which it 
was agreed at the first meeting of the Com- 
mittee should not be investigated until 
towards the close of the inquiry, did aot 
become the subject of full inquiry, The 
general and irregular references which 
were made during the examiuatiou of some 
of the witnesses, to the medical arrange- 
ments, have been sufficient to produce in 
the report a statement that is decidedly 
unfavourable to the continuance of the 
disreputable and injurious system of lettings 
the medical oftices by tender. 

Bot we confess, that when we citered 
upon our duties in the Committee in ques- 
tion, we were not prepared to learu that so 
many medical practitiouers of respectability 
and long-standing in the profession, bad 
voluntarily submitted to the degradation of 
becoming weak and pliant instruments in 
the hands of the Commissiovers, and of 
their acents, the mercenary Guardians. The 
discoveries which we have made in this 
respect, lead us to ask,—W at Laws 
LEGISLATURE CAN PROTECT THE PROFESSION, 
1) THE MEMBERS OF THAT PROFESSION HAVE 
NOT ENOUGH OF SPIRIT, OF LIBERALITY To- 
WARDS ONE ANOTHER, OF UNITY OF PURPUSE, 
TO PROTECT THEMSELVES? Take, for exam- 
ple, the medical arrangements of the Nor- 
TIncuam Uston, as they were detailed by 
the last witness who wes examined before 
the Committee : — 


Mr. Assotom Barnert, clerk to the 
Guardians and Relieving Officer, called in 
and examined, 
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502 THE SICK POOR OF NOTTINGHAM. 


Mr. Waktty.—Have the medical affairs 
of the Union (Nottingham) been conducted 
without producing any complaints /—Yes, 
certainly. 

Who is the medical officer of the Union ?— 
Mr. Henry Taylor, a native of Oxford, 

Was he a stranger to the Union before he 
became medical officer there /—Yes. 

Did he obtain his situation by advertise- 
ment and tender ?’—Through advertisement. 
He offered himself for the Nottingham Dis- 
pensary, and the election of the officers of 
the Nottingham Union took place a few 
weeks after, and the Guardians were in- 
formed of it. 

What is his salary ’—£120 a year. All 
the medicines are provided, He has a dis- 
penser to assist him, who has £60 per 
annum. 

Is he allowed to practise privately ’— 
No. He resides in that part of the work- 
house which is appropriated to the hospital 
in St. Nicholas. 

Then his entire remuneration is £120 a 
year’—He is maintained; that is, his diet 
and lodging are provided for him besides ; 
but he is not allowed any private practice ; 
not any. 

What is the population of Nottingham ?— 
Fifty thousand. 

Sir James Granam.—You found this sur- 
geon, who is now surgeon of the Union, 
attached to the dispensary which you adop- 
ted; was that so ?—No; the former one was 
found attending the dispensary ; the usual 
practice is to advertise in the Nottingham 
newspapers, or THe Lancer, and from thence, 
indeed chiefly from the London publication, 
we have obtained our candidates. 

The overseers availed themselves of the 
answers given to the advertisements by the 
dispensary /—They did in that case. 

How was the selection of this gentleman 
made ?—His testimonials were examined by 
the honorary officers, Doctor Howett, and 
Mr. Valentine, the surgeon. 

Did those honorary medical officers re- 
commend, upon the testimonials of those 
different parties who answered the adver- 
tisement, the selection of the gentleman 
who was chosen’—No, they pointed out 
certain persons that were eligible, and they 
pointed out two or three as being more 
eligible than the others. 

Was this gentleman one of those two or 
three that were more eligible ;—Yes, he was 
the most so, 

Who made the selection from those that 
were declared by the medical officers to be 
the more eligible?—The overseers and 
churchwardens : I think that this was before 
the Board of Guardians was formed, 

Upon what principle was the selection 
made ?—U pon the principle that he was the 
best educated man, and the man, according 
to the information which they obtained, who 


was best able to discharge the duties in an 
eflicient manner. 

Did they institute an inquiry as to the 
respective merits of the two or three whom 
the honorary officers recommend as the most 
eligible ’—They examined the testimonials, 
and saw the ao they did not make 

inquiry be that. 
"Was question of salary pro- 
pounded to those two or three gentlemen ?— 
Not any; the salary was announced in the 
advertisement. 

Then ‘the selection from the two or three 
recommended by the honorary medical offi- 
cers as the most eligible, was not made with 
reference to salary at all !—It was not; the 
salary was fixed prior to the advertisement 
being inserted in the paper. 

Mr. Cuicuester.—You took him because 
he was recommended by persons of compe- 
tent ability as a fit person to undertake the 
office ’—Yes. 

Mr, Waktey.—The gentleman that ap- 
pointed him considered that he was the best 
that could be obtained for the £120 that 
were granted by the Guardians ’—They con- 
sidered him the best person of the persons 
who offered themselves, and they considered 
those to be very competent persons who of- 
fered themselves, 

Judging from the testimonials ’—Yes. 

Are you not mistaken in saying that this 
person was selected by the churchwarden 
and overseers; for, on the 14th of July, I 
find the following order: “That advertise- 
ments be published in the three Nottingham 
papers, for candidates for the office of medi- 
cal officer, the salary to be £120 per an- 
num? ”’—I am mistaken; it was the Guardians 
who selected him, but it was just at the 
time that the union was forming; the same 
point was before the overseers immediately 
previous to the formation of the Union. 

Mr. Batxes.—In addition to the £120 the 
gentleman who performs those duties has 
his board and lodging ’—That has arisen 
within the last twelve months ; the Guardians 
having taken St. Nicholas workhouse for an 
hospital, have fixed for the surgeon to reside 
there ; his residence is required there, and, 
of course, he boards there, at the expense 
of the board. 

Mr. Waktey.—Till that time, it was or- 
dered that he should reside as near as possi- 
ble to the workhouse ’—Yes. 

And he had not board and lodging pro- 
vided for him at the expense of public 
fund ?—No, 


Thus it is but too evident, that the Guar- 
dians of the Nottingham Union advertised 
for a medical officer who was to receive, as 
the sum total of the remuneration for his 
services, one hundred and twenty pounds per 
annum, and that for that sum he was to at- 
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tend the destitute poor of a population! ought to have been permitted to pursue 
amounting to fifty thousand persons. Can- their own course, until their proceedings 
didates offered themselves who were ready | could be efficiently investigated in a court 
to receive this miserable, this contemptible | of public justice. Had we not seen, in the 
stipend, for duties which could scarcely be ex-| minute book of the Union, which was pro- 
ceeded in point of extent and responsibility, duced by the witness before the Poor Law 
and, in due time, one of them was appoint-| Committee, that the medical practitioners of 
ed. But what will be said by the profes-| Nottingham had, UNAsKED, VoLUNTEERED 
sion, when they are informed that the ruem services as HONORARY medical offi- 
“honorary” medical officers of whom men-| cers of the Union, we should have discre- 
tion is made in some of the foregoing ques-|dited any statement of such a fact. The 
tions, are themselves some of the most re-| circumstance is most humiliating, but it 
spectable resident practitioners of Notting-| furnishes one of many proofs which are 
ham,—gentlemen practising as physicians | before us, that in these kingdoms there is no 
and surgeons there, who, having been) medical college, or governing body, which 
bearded and insulted by the advertisement- | combines the ability and the disposition, or 
publishing Guardians, rushed forward with | js invested with sufficient power, to enable it 
a cringing, mean, and subdued spirit, to to uphold the honour and dignity of our 
offer themselves as the “ honorary” medical | fraternity. 

officers of the Union? Let us extract two 


other questions and answers from the evi- 
dunes Ix the last Number of Tae Laycer we 


| 

Mr. Wak.ry.—Are not the honorary me- Ge 
dical officers gentlemen of great respecta-| mortem examination of his late Majesty 
bility ’—Yes. Wittiam the Fourtn, with a few observa- 

hat is the age of the salaried surgeon : 
of the Union, Mr. Taylor?—I should think | tions on the bulletins, To this subject we 
twenty-four or twenty-five years. shall again briefly revert. Fully recog- 

We do not think it necessary to insert in| nising the propriety of using every proper 
this place the questions connected with the! precaution in communicating to the nation 
Report which the honorary medical officers, | diurnal accounts of the state of the Sove- 
some time after they had embarked in their reigu’s health, in order that neither any 
duties, presented to the Board of Guardians, injury may result to the royal patient, nor 


descriptive of the condition of sixty-five | cause of unfounded alarm be furnished to 
children, whom they found sleeping in Mitt community, by rash and needless dis- 


room in the workhouse, that room being but | closures; we, at the same time, deny the 
13} feet wide, and eight feet high, with only | propriety of carrying those precautions to 
(wo windows and the door as a means of venti- the extent which they have reached ou the 
lation ; but we will inquire of those gentle- | present occasion, under pretences for which 
men whether it was decent of them to offer | there never existed the slightest foundation. 
to act as “honorary” medical officers to a | In the recent instance, from the advanced 
body of Guardians who had deliberately age of his Majesty, and from ether circum- 
iusalted them by advertising in the Notting-| stances, correct opinions were generally 
ham and London periodicals for a surgeon | formed as to the ultimate result, and, in- 
to attend the pauper population of the town | deed, the exigencies of the State were not 
in which they resided,—-the pauper popula- | such as to demand the explicit details which 
tion of Nottingham, a place which contains | would be comprised in a “ hospital report ;” 
50,000 inhabitants—at a journcyman’s wages| but this may not always be the case; 
wf 1201. per annum? The bold Guardians, | the events of the malady may become ob- 
and the adventurous youthful stranger, | jects of ihe deepest importance to the pub- 
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lic. At least this is certain, that subterfuge 
and equivoque should never distinguish the 
documents called “ bulletins,” and it is 
melancholy to know, from examples which 
are before the nation, that precedents exist 
for framing absurdities and falsehoods in 
the sick-room of a royal palace, and issuing 
them forth to the gaze of millions, who, 
however, from experience, are aware that no 
degree of faith can be placed in, or credit 
attached to, the statements which such docu- 
ments contain, 

Let us consider for a moment the defence 
which is offered for these deceptions. 
First, an attempt is made to support the 
present system by throwing the onus on the 
royal sufferer himself, the signers of the 
documents coolly declaring, that all know- 
ledge of his real state is to be withheld from 
the Sovereign, under a vague apprehension 
that despondency may follow their perusal 
by the patient. Suppose it to be granted 
that a knowledge of his actual condition 
would prove injurious, or even that the 
indefinite information conveyed to his mind 
by an announcement to him of the vulgar 
name of a malady, might aggravate his 
danger ; still nv such objections cau be urged 
against the publication of the nosological 
name of his disease, though, even if there ex- 
isted a possibility of evil resulting therefrom, 
the national importance attaching to correct 
representations of the case, ought to be 
superior in its influence to the weight of 
every other consideration. But none such 
has as yet existed ; nor is it to be believed 
that the Sovereiga is himself ever desirous 
that his condition, during a serious malady, 
should be kept secret from the nation while 
the custom of the State demands publicity 
to be given to some sort of bulletin: cer- 
tainly, if the desire existed, it should be 
successfully opposed. However, there can 
exist but four medical practitioners in this 
country, who would contend that a know- 
ledge of the name of the disease would, in 
any case, be attended with the baneful 
consequence which has been alleged as 
probable in the case of royal patients. 


We daily see, in well-regulated hospitals, 
the name of the disease placed in the 
largest characters at the head of the pa- 
tient’s couch, yet what inmate of the bed, 
what kindred visitor, ever betrays alarm at 
the information thus conveyed; and we 
speak not in mock-heroics when we allege, 
that the Prince who had not flinched from 
the cannon’s mouth, would not be paralysed 
at the bare announcement of his complaiat, 
when already prostrated by its attack, It 
is a libel upon the Royal Mariner to iuti- 
mate that he possessed less fortitude than 
the humblest peasant in the kingdom. It 
may be urged, that the poorer classes of 
society are secure from this species of fright, 
by their ignorance, their incompetency to 
interpret the language of medicine. With 
regret we say, that, in this respect, the 
wealthier ranks are just as safe ; with regret 
because, were the fact otherwise, the present 
monstrous condition of medical law and go- 
vernment would not afford the finger of 
scorn and the hand of oppression the op- 
portunity of being directed against the 
profession of medicine in this kingdom. 
Ignorance and misgoverament are cause 
and consequence, and neither the principles 
of medical art, nor the great claims of medi- 
cine to be freed from the tyranny of bad 
laws, are known better by the aristocracy 
than by the “ commov people” of our 
country. 

But suppose that bulletins were admitted 
on all hands not to be the proper vehicles, 
or issued at the proper time, for making dis- 
closures respecting the diseases of royalty, 
and it be acknowledged that the post- 
wortem examination affords the only fit oc- 
casion for presenting details to public view 
respecting the malady of a king; is the 
duty of the medical attendants of princes of 
the blood completed wheu the mockery of 
the preliminary documents has been follow- 
ed up by the truth-disclosing uecropsy ’ 
Mest certainly not. What know we respect- 
ing the treatment of the fatal disease ! 
Where stand recorded the details of that? 
With what remedial agents was the combat 
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MR, BROWNE'S WORK ON INSANITY. 


waged against death? Where is the evi- 
dence that the weapons of health were 
judiciously wielded and skilfully directed? 
What proof lies before the competent judges 
among the community, that the first officer 
of the state, the monarch of the realm, has 
not been sacrificed to mistaken views and 
antiquated notions,—to the mere prestige 
of names, and the usurpation of place and 
title,—the indirect instruments of a fatal 
result, or at least the agents of a more speedy 
dissolution than would have been wit- 
nessed? With what eagerness do the 
members of our profession look fur accounts 
of the symptoms and the treatment, in 
juxta-position, How lively is the interest 
which they feel in the conduct and progress 
of the case,—in a report of the mode by 
which the royal sufferer was gently guided 
to a new stage in eternity. The model of 
practice which that report, prefixed to the 
“autopsy,” would aflord—coming from the 
medical officers whom the state regards as 
interposed between the demise of the crown 
from oue royal personage to another—should 
that great example of medical art be lost to 
the profession? Should that precautionary 
safeguard of a royal life, and the possible 
political welfare of a whole community, be 


withheld. Why, what a thorough farce is 


here without it? “ Bulletins and Post- 
mortem!” So palpable is the absurdity, 
so flagrant is the deficiency, that it is impos- 
sible to avoid anticipating the presentations 
of petitions to the quartette of physicians, if 
not to parliament itself, from medical prac- 
titioners in all parts of the couatry, praying 
for an immediate disclosure of all the signs 
and symptoms during life, the prognosis, 
the prescriptions, and the operation and tem- 
porary effects, expected and unexpected, of 
the medicines employed,—to follow the 
“post-mortem examination”, as the account 
of them did not precede it. As yet, but one 
whisper on the subject of the treatment has 
been heard, and that in the form of a demi- 
official confession that his Majesty was, quite 
unexpectedly, almost poisoned by the digi- 
talis which was administered to him ia 
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compliance with the directions contained 
in one of the prescriptions. 

Reports of fatal cases, even unavoidably 
fatal, are often full of instruction. Coming 
from the “ heads of the profession,” and 
describing the progress and alleviation of 
royal maladies, they must combine the 
qualities of interest and information iu the 
highest possible degree. Such a report, on 
the present occasion, is due, not only to 
| the curiosity, but the thirst for knowledge, 
which is felt by the profession, and most 
justly may it be demanded by the sub- 
jects at large of the Crowu. Hitherto the 
deficiency in “ royal cases” has been left 
to be supplied, after a fashion, in some 


oration, tardily concocted for the amuse- 
“ment of a motley assemblage at an evening 
| suirée of an antiquated college, where 
,neither adequate information is expected, 
jnor criticism cau be worthily expended. 
The present imperfection in the published 
records of the fatal diseases of royal pa- 
tients, needs but to be pointed out to 
induce auiversal admission aud complaint. 


Tue article which will be found at page 
543 of this week’s Lancet, is an abridgment 
of facts, as is intimated at the head of the 
analysis, from a work by Mr. W. Browne, 
(medical superintendent of the Montrose 
Lunatic Asylum,) recently published by 
Messrs. Black, in Edinburgh, and Messrs, 
Longman and Co., in London, and bearing 
the following title :— 


* What Asylums were, and ought to be; 
being the substance of Five Lectures de- 
livered before the Managers of the Montrose 
Royal Lunatic Asylum.” 


We can readily imagine the degree of 
_ gratification with which the managers of 
_ the institution contemplated the bonour and 
credit which they acquired for themselves 
‘when they appointed the autber of this 
| work to the important office which he fills, 
and the feelings of satisfaction with which 
they now regard the evidence here laid 
before the world, of the admirable judgment 
which dictated the selection of that gentle- 
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man to perform the duties of medical super- 
intendent of the Lunatic Asylum of Mont- 
rose. Seldom have we met with a volume, 
so diffidently put forth, so replete with 
facts, containing matter so exeellently com- 
bined, so clearly stated, so interestingly and 
impressively conveyed, so humanely design- 
ed, so effectually calculated to achieve the 
legitimate objects of a resort to the truth- 
diffusing press. The work is filled with 
instruction ona most important subject, and 
appeals, irresistibly, to the benevolent sym- 
pathies of the public, and is destined, we 
trust, to be widely circulatedand universally 
read, for while much has lately been done 
on behalf of the unhappy inmates of our 
lunatic asylums, much yet remains to be 
accomplished. The volume contains 240 
pages of print, and may be purchased for 
the trifling sum of five shillings. It is ap- 
propriately dedicated to Dr. A. Combe, of 
Edinburgh, chiefly “ as an acknowledgment 
of the benefits which he has conferred on 
society by his application of phrenology in 
the treatment of insanity and nervous dis- 
eases,” respecting which Mr. Browne makes 
the following remarks in his Preface :— 
“T have no claim to originality, either in 
the design or the execution of the present 
production.* A large portion of the volume 
refers to the past, and is necessarily occu- 
pied with historical details: that portion 
which refers to the future I have, as scru- 
pulously as was practicable, collected and 
collated from the writings and opinions of 
others ; and when presenting a synoptical 
view of the different forms under which 
mental disease may appear, I was indebted 
rather to the science upon the principles of 
which that arrangement was founded, than 


* With this admission we do not agree 
and, indeed, are surprised that its incon- 
sistency with the following passage, in 
Lecture L, did not occur to the author :— 

“ Gentlemen :—The pages which I now 
submit to the public, possess one qualit 
which many regard as a merit, but which 
1 am inclined to think is a misfortune ; it is 
that of originality. No attempt, so far as 
I know, has yet been made to condense, in 
a plain, practical, and still popular form, 
the results of observation in the treatment 
of insanity, for the specific and avowed pur- 


from the public an ame- 
ioration of the condition of the insane.” 


PHRENOLOGY.-POISONOUS CANDLES. 


to any peculiar views or phi hical ana- 
lysis of my own. To those who are ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of phrenology, 
the extent of my obligations in this particu- 
lar case, and throughout the work, will be 
readily recognised ; and to those who are 
still ignorant of these doctrines, I have to 
offer the assurance that insanity can neither 
be understood, nor described, nor treated, 
by the aid of any other philosophy, I have 
long entertained this opinion; I have for 
many years put it to the test of experiment, 
and I now wish to record it as my delibe- 
rate conviction, While, however, I have 
constantly availed myself of the principles, 
I have avoided the phraseology, of the 
science, first, because my original auditors 
were not, and my readers may not be, phre- 
nologists ; and, secondly, and chiefly, be- 
cause my object was not to advocate or 
promote particular truths, but to employ and 
apply these in the elucidation of the object 
in view, and thereby to place in as clear, 
and conclusive, and acceptable a manner as 
possible, the noble cause which I have un- 
dertaken.” 


MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY. 


Wednesday, June 28, 1837.—Earl Stanhope, 
President. 


DEATH IN THE CANDLE! 


Mr, Everirr detailed the results of se- 
veral experiments, made with the view of 
ascertaining the constituents of some “ new 
composition candles,” which have lately 
been much employed by the public. His 
attention had been called to the subject by 
his having detected a strong garlic odour 
from the burning candles, similar to that 
given out during the combustion of metallic 
arsenic. He procured candles from various 
vendors of them, and, after considerable 
trouble, discovered a method by which he 
could collect a large quantity of the con- 
densed smoke given out during their burn- 
ing. He broke off the bottom of a glass 
retort, with a very long neck, and placed 
the burning candle under it, the smoke 
having to traverse the lengthened tube, was 
deposited on its sides, On carefully col- 
lecting this matter, and subjecting it to all 
the most unequivocal tests for arsenic, that 
metal was in every instance detected. The 
quantity contained in each candle would, 
according to the quantity collected by the 
experimenter, be about two grains ; but in 
consequence of the difficulty of preventing 
the escape of a large quantity of the smoke, 
he considered that double that quantity 
might be fairly inferred to be present. He 
supposed the makers of the candles used 
the metal for the purpose of giving the can- 
des a better appearance, and to give them 
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MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY.—UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 


a higher melting point, and this had been 
since acknowledged to him by a manufac- 
turer of them, as the fact, the arsenic being 
found an excellent substitute for a small 
quantity of wax, which answered the same 
purpose. Now, the question was to be de- 
cided, whether or not this quantity of 
arsenic, burnt in a room, was injurious. 
Experiments had shewn that one part 
of sulphuretted hydrogen, mixed with 
twenty-two thousand parts of atmosphe- 


ric air, had instantly proved fatal to aj, 


small bird that inhaled it. He (Mr. E.) 
should say that the vapours of metallic 
arsenic were fully as, if not more noxious, 
than those of sulphuretted hydrogen. 
Might not a dozen candles burning in a 
crowded room, be productive of danger? 

Dr. Sicmonb considered that they would 
be undoubtedly injurious, producing, pro- 
bably, the same results as if arsenic had 
been taken into the stomach. 


New Escutent Sea Weep.—A paper was 
afterwards read by Dr. SigMonb, respecting 
a new esculent sea weed, specimens of 
which have lately been brought from 
Calcutta’ by Mr. J. Previté, and which 
possesses nutritious properties to a much 
greater extent than Iceland moss, without 
containing the bitter principle which ren- 
ders that weed so objectionable to many 
palates. It appeared from an analysis of 
the new fucus made by Dr, O'Shaughnessy, 
the talented professor of chemistry at Cal- 
eutta, that a jelly made from it contains 
wax, gum, sulphate and muriate of soda, 
with 54 parts of starch in the 100; the 
learned Doctor therefore calls it the starch 
fucus. 

The Chinese employ this fucus in large 
quantities, forming with it a jelly, which, 
mixed with sugar, is very agreeable and re- 
freshing. Large quantities of this fucus grow 
in the neighbourhood of Ceylon, and it is 
called the “Ceylon moss;” it has been 
much employed by the profession in Cal- 
cutta. Testimonials froma great number of 
eminent physicians and surgeons of that 
city, were read in favour of its virtues. 

The mode of preparing a jelly from it, 
which is fit for table use, and has the ad- 
vantage of remaining firm under any tem- 
perature for twenty-four hours, is, by 
taking a table-spoonful of the moss and a 
pint and a half water, and boiling them for 
ten minutes, or longer, if it does not readily 
congeal. It is to be strained whilst warm, 
Some sugar, lemon juice, and peel are to be 
added, and it is fit for use. 

Specimens of the moss, and the jelly 
formed from it, were sentround, The fucus 
is small, white, and delicate; about two 
inches in Jength, and about the thickness 
of a sparrow’s quill. The jelly is quite 
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It appears that the fucus is very plentiful 
and cheap ; Mr. Previté, who was present, 
had brought over a large quantity to this 
country. 


Cincuona Treets.—A paper by Dr. Han- 
cock, respecting Peruvian bark, was com- 
menced, but, owing to the lateness of the 
hour, was not proceeded with; the portion 
read, referred to the inutility and error of 
dividing the cinchona trees aceording to the 
orm of their leaves; many travellers and 
residents in South America not being able 
to distinguish the difference by this mode of 
diagnosis. 


Rr-apMission Of Mr. Brown To THe 
eminent botanist was 
expelled from the society in 1828, in conse- 
quence of his having sent a letter to the 
council, which was considered offensive to 
the officers of the soc It has since been 
ascertained by the council that no kind of 
blame could in any way be attached to Mr. 
Brown, and that the statements made on the 
occasion of his dismissal by the then secre- 
tary, Mr. Frost, were not correct. Anxious 
to do justice, even at this remote period, the 
council felt anxious to rescind the proceed- 
ings of the general meeting in 1828; a 
motion to this effect having been moved and 
seconded, was carried unanimously, amid 
great applause. 

This was the last meeting for the session. 
The president considered the society and 
the public were much indebted to Mr. 
Everitt for the trouble he had taken in his 
experiments. 


Scuorarsuirs University Cottece.— 
It was stated by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts, at the distribution of prizes on Satur- 
day last, that the council had come to the 
determination of appropriating the £5,000 
lately bequeathed to the College by Mrs. 
Flaherty, for the establishment of four 
scholarships of £50 per annum each, to be 
held for four years, and to be adjudged to 
the most meritorious of the students. 


Tue Certiricate System.—As a fresh 
instance of the value of the certificate sys- 
tem, it may be mentioned that the gold 
prize in one of the classes of a large medi- 

al school, was this session awarded toa 
gentleman, who, it is well known, among 
his fellow pupils, did not attend one lecture 
on the subject during the session, having at- 
tained the prize by study in private ! 


Dr. Granan, of pe has been ap- 


pointed to the Chair of Chemistry in Univer- 
sity College; vacant by the death of Dr, 


equal to blanc mange. 
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NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 


CASES OF DISEASES OF THE KNEEJOINT, FOL- 
LOWING ON INJURY TO THE TIBIA, REQUIRING 
AMPUTATION, 

Case 1.—S. L., aged 35, was admitted, 

March 27, under the care of Mr. Liston. 
History.—She states, that, on closing a 

door at the top of some stairs which she 

was about to descend, the handle gave way, 
and she was precipitated to the bottom, 
having at the same time her infant of one 
month old in her arms: in saving the child 
from injury, she fell with her left leg under 
her, she “‘scareely knows how.” She could 
not rise from her position without assistance, 

She sent for the surgeon who usually attends 

her, who ordered the application of several! 

leeches to the knee, and in the course of a 


DISEASE OF THE KNEE.—AMPUTATION. 


nape of the neck. Leg much the same, 
Continue the medicines ; two grains of calo- 
mel and one of opium every night. 

21. Slept all night. Tongue more dry and 
coated. On a careful examination of the 
leg no fluctuation could be discovered. 

28. No better; complains still of the 
pain in the head and about the heart. Red. 
ness of the leg beginning todisappear. Leg 
tender on pressure. Continue calomel, omit 
the opium. 

24. No sleep during the night, feces and 
urine pass involuntary. Takes no nourish. 
ment; lips are wetted with a little wine; 
countenance extremely anxious; does not 
answer when spoken to; stares wildly 
around; voice nearly inaudible. Mr. Lis. 
ton evacuated a small collection of matter 
which had formed above the condyles of the 
femur and close to the bone. 

25. Much the same; pulse weaker; red- 


few hours she was sent to the hospital. 
Symptoms on admission.—The knee was 

much swollen, there was great pain on ma- 

nipulation, in the joint, and much unnatural 


| ness of the leg gradually disappearing ; her 
| countenance indicates pain when the leg is 
| touched ; has not slept. 

26. No sleep; head to be again shaved; 


motion. The leech bites were still bleeding. | cold ice to the scalp constantly. 


Fomentatious to be applied. 

March 28. Swelling much decreased. It 
is evident from the extensive motion of the 
limb about the joint, that at least the tibia 
is fractured. The limb was put up in one 
of Mr. Liston’s splints, which afforded much 
relief. 

April 4. Paia in the knee; on removing 
the bandages some of the leech-bites were 
found ulcerated, and surrounded by a deep 
blush of redness. Water dressing, and the 
roller lightly over it. 


27. No better; no discharge from the 
wound made on the 24th. As fluctuation 
| was again perceptible, the wound was re- 
opened, and about 4oz. of Jaudable pus 
| mixed with blood were discharged. Detiri- 
‘ ous ; feees and urine still pass involuntarily. 
28. Better; more collected ; matter flowed 
from the wound on removing the pledget of 
| lint which had been inserted into it. 
| May 8. Has continued to improve since 
last report. There is a free discharge from 
| the orifice in the leg. 


13. There is a good deal of constitutional, 15. Not quite so well; appetite not so 
irritation, and the knee is in a state of ery-| good; discharge continues from several 
sipelas; there is a little purulent discharge | openings about the joint, which has been 


in the popliteal space. Ten grains of the 
hydrarg. cum creta, followed by salines. 

14. Bowels much moved, great pain in the 
head. Dr. Taomson saw her, and ordered a 
mixture of camphor julep, and ammonia. 

16. From this day to the 19th, she gradu- 
ally became worse, exhibiting all the symp- 
toms of typhus mitier. The leg has become 
of a dark livid colour, which has extended 
from the extremities of the toes to the tro- 
chanter major. The limb is tense and 
swollen, though not painful. Has an in- 
describable feeling in the head, not exactly 
pain. She has a constant pain in the region 
of the heart, which is occasionally rendered 
much more distressing by the occurrence of 
spasm in the part. On applying the ear 
over this region a sibillant rattle is dis- 
tinctly audible. Pulse quick and weak. 
Twenty drops of sulphuric «ther in an 
ounce of the decoction of bark, every four 
hours.—Brandy, wine, beef-tea, ac. Nc. 
Mustard cataplasm under the left mamma. 

20. Passed a restless night. Eyes wild, 
but she is rather more collected. The head 
to be shaved, and a blister placed on the 


ivery loose and puffy for some time; the 
| bones grate upon one another. The patient 
— recovering from the immediate effects 
of the erysipelas and the deep coi lection of 
matter, has again begun to fall off, to be- 
come hectic, and to lose ground every day. 
Tt was plain that the articulation was de- 
stroyed, and that amputation, if it could be 
ventured upon, would afford her the only 
chance of recovery. 

Operation..—The patient was brought into 
the theatre and laid upon the table, with her 
legs projecting over its edge, the affected 
limb being carefully supported by an assist- 
ant. Mr. Liston stood on the outer side of 
the limb; he transtixed the limb in the 
transverse direction, anterior to the femur, 
about five or six inches above the knee; 
carried the knife downwards, and brought 
it out about two inches above the knee; 
by this means the anterior flap was formed. 
| He transfixed the limb a second time, pos- 
| terior to the femur, carried the knife down- 
| wards and outwards, and formed a_poste- 
| rior flap, rather longer than the anterior one. 
| The taps were held back by an assistant, 
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avd Mr. Liston divided the remaining soft 
by a circular sweep of the knife. The 
e being sawn through, and the vessels 
secured, the flaps were bronght together by 
three points of interrupted suture. She 
only lost about three ounces of blood. After 
the operation she complained of great pain, 
which was relieved by half a drachm of 
tincture of hyoscyamus. Dozed during the 
night, 

Dissection of the linb.—The tibia had 
been broken about two inches below the 
knee, and split into the joint; the fracture 
had united, but an opening communicating 
withan extensive abscess all around the arti- 
culation still existed in the cavity of the cap- 
sule, through the original fissure, The appa- 
ratus of the joint was thoroughly disorganiz- 
ed, the semilunar cartilages were detached, 
and floating about in the purulent secretion 
with whieh the thickened and sofiened sy- 
novial capsule was filled, The end of the 
femur was almost entirely deprived of car- 
tilage: the crucial, lateral, and posterior lig- 
aments, were softened,swollen, and relaxed. 
Several abscesses in the cellular tissue, and 
in the neighbouring bursw, communicated 
with the joint. 

June 27. The patient was very low and 
weak for some cays after the operation, but 
she has gradually gained strength; the 
stump has healed ; she is able to get out of 
bed, and is quite coavalescent, 


Case 2.—Henry Dyer, aged 18, was ad- 
mitted May 22, under the care of Mr, Lis- 
ton. He states that, about two months 
since, he was struck on the right ankle by a 


stone. He did not suffer any inconvenience 
from the blow until a week afterwards, 
when the joint began to swell, the swelling 
soon extending up to the kneejoint. The 
swelling and pain abated under the use of 
poultices. In the course of a few days, 
however, the ankle was again attacked by 
inflammation, A medical man attended him 
on the occasion : a collection having formed 
in the neighbourhood of the anklejoint, in- 
cisions were made in the line of the tibia. 
A profuse discharge took place, and has 
continued ever since ; at the present time 
the boy is in a state of hectic from the effects 
of the discharge. Amputation, as in the 
former case, was performed, and with the 
same success. 

Mr. Liston pointed out in this case that 
the periosteum, where it was dissected back 
from the bone, was much thickened, and 
very vascular, that the reproduction of new 
boue was going on, and superseding the old 
in scattered portions, and in various situa- 
tions. The shaft of the tibia had perished 
extensively, as was visible through several 
large cloacw. No new bone was perceived 
on the outside of the periosteum, but it ap- 
peared to be deposited by the vessels of the 
periosteum and old bone, but betwixt the 


two adherent to that portion of bone which 
had retained its vitality. Upon looking at 
the superior surface of the tibia, a small 
circular opening was observable, communi- 
cating with the kneejoint. The whole sy- 
novial membrane was exceedingly vascular, 
and ulceration of the cartilage was about to 
commence at several points. Amputation, 
in both cases, was rendered necessary by 
disease of the kneejoint succeeding to injury 
and inflammation of the bone, and it was 
performed in both cases in the middle of the 
thigh. 

Mr. Liston remarked, that he was at one 
time in the habit, in some cases, of follow- 
ing Vermale’s method of forming two late- 
ral flaps near the kneejoint, but he found 
that the instrament-makers could not fit a 
leg to correspond well with the other, if the 
stump was left so long, nor could any good 
arise from amputating very low dowa either 
in the thigh or leg; the stump is never so 
well formed, there being a scarcity of soft 
parts in both situations. Mr. L. then re- 
ferred to some remarks he had made on the 
advaniages on the anterior and posterior 
flap in some of the periodicals, and in his 
surgical works. 


DILATATION OF THE AORTA, 

The following remarks on the case of di- 
latation of the aorta, interfering with the 
action of the semilunar valves, reported at 
page 528 of the last number of Tut Lancer, 
were omitted from that place, from want of 
room to append them to the report :— 

Dr. Exciotson, in lecturing on this case, 
said, that he presumed that the blood retro- 
graded into the ventricle when it dilated ; 
the sound was after the pulse, The sound 
might have arisen from another cause, viz., 
from difficulty of passage of the blood from 
the auricle into the ventricle; bat he con- 
sidered it was the former, from the sound 
being situated higher up than it would have 
been in the lattercase. This was all he had 
a right to say; he bad said, however, that 
he thought there might be disease of the 
semilunar valves, allowing the blood to re- 
gurgitate. He was also quite sure there 
was some hypertrophy of the ventricles. 
The man since he had left the hospital had 
goue into the country, where he died on the 
seventh of May. There were no symptoms 
of speedy dissolution when he left the hos- 
pital; he might have lived many months, to 
all appearance; his disease must have 
gone on with great rapidity after his depar- 
ture from town. He (Dr. E.) had received 
a letter from a surgeon who had examined 
the body of this patient, and who first sent 
him into the hospital, and to whom he (Dr. 
E.) had communicated his diagnosis respect- 
ing the case. The valves, however, were 
found healthy, but the ascending portion of 
the aorta was much dilated, so that the 
valves were prevented from properly per- 
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forming their function. Here was the 
cause of the bellows sound at once explain- 
ed. The left ventricle was considerably 
dilated, and there was congestion of the 
lungs. Nothing besides worthy of remark 
was exhibited. This was a case, Dr, Ex- 
Liotson said, showing how apt one was to 
go a little farther in diagnosis than circum- 
stances justify. The cause of the sound 
was regurgitation of blood into the veutri- 
cle, as he had thought, but not arising from 
valvular disease. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 


OPERATION FOR STRICTURE. 


J. Suernerv, wt. 54, a mechanic, of dis- 
solute habits, was admitted under Mr.Gutu- 
rte, on Friday, the 16th June, having a 
stricture in the urethra, of long standing ; 


he was invariably relieved by immersion in 
the warm bath. These stoppages always 
arose from excess in drinking. When these 
paroxysms were not on him the stream of 
urive was but small; and had been small for 


many years. 

On Sunday, the 25th instant, at night, he 
was visited with a paroxysm of retention of 
the above iption. Mr. Bury Dasent 
had him put in the warm bath for half an 
hour, and an ounce and half of castor oil, 
with forty minims of Battley’s sedative solu- 
tion, administered to him. During the time 
he was in the bath, a catheter was intro- 
duced, but could not be passed into the 
bladder : after this he was put to bed, being 
easier, though not relieved of his urine ; and 
he slept quietly till six o’clock in the morn- 
ing: at that time Mr. Dasent placed him in 
a hip bath, without effecting any relief; no 
catheter of any size couid be passed into the 
bladder. At 1, p.m., Mr. Guthrie attempted 
again to draw off the urine by means of the 
catheter, but without success. The patient 
had then great anxiety of countenance ; the 
bladder was distended, and as high up as 
the umbilicus; the perineum was tumeftied, 
and painful to the touch, the penis red and 
swollen, and a good deal of fever was pre- 
sent, Mr. Guthrie ordered tweaty leeches 
to the perineum ; poppyhead fomentation 
to the abdomen, and an injection consisting 
of a drachm of liquor opii sedativus, and 
gruel: these ies produced temporary 
alleviation only. 

At half past6, r.m., Mr. Guthrie saw 
him for the second time ; all the symptoms 
were aggravated; Mr.Guthrie immediately 
made up his mind to operate. The patient 
was placed on the table in the position pro- 
os for lithotomy, and held by assistants. 

r. Guthrie introduced a catheter (No. 8), 
as far as the stricture, and an assistant firm- 


STRICTURE.—WRIST DROP. 


ly held it there. The placed his 
left-hand index finger in the rectum, in order 
to ascertain the exact seat of stricture, and 
kept it there: he made a transverse incision 
in the perineum, an inch and a half above 
the anus, and penetrated through the seve- 
ral fasciw to the seat of the stricture in the 
membranous portion of the urethra, and 
then divided the stricture; he passed the 
catheter, and drew off three pints of urine, 
the last portions of which were highly am- 
moniacal. The patient was of course sig- 
nally relieved, and the wound being dressed 
with a simple pledget, he was placed in bed, 
and twenty-five drops of Battley’s solution 
were given. 

27th June, The —— had a good night, 
and is to-day totally free from pain. He 
passes his water both by the perinzum and 
penis. 

28th. Had a good night without any 
opium; this morning urtoward symptoms 
appeared ; he had pain in the penis; all the 
water came by the perinewum. In the course 
of the day the symptoms deteriorated, and 
towards night the penis was tumefied and 
very painful: he had anxiety of counte- 
hance, great thirst, and heatof skin. Mr. 
Dasent, house-surgeon, gave him half a 
grain of acetate of morphia in a pill, his 
bowels being previously opened by castor 
oil, and fomentations were locally applied. 

20th. He passed a good night in conse- 
quence of taking the morphia, and is now 
perfectly free from pain; his countenance is 
natural; his pulse 96, and soft; he has no 
lecal pain, and passes his urine by the ure- 
thra and by Ra He says that 
he is quite comfortable, and his general 
manner betokens tranquillity. 


EFFICACY OF THE MOXA IN WRIST-DROP. 

George Turner, ztat. 25, a painter. On 
the 28th April last, in the morning, on 
awaking, he found himself deprived of mo- 
tion and sensation of the left hand; he 
applied to this hospital, and Dr, Roe had the 
moxa applied to the ulnar nerve where it is 
most superficial, behind the inner condyle of 
the humerus. A slight slough was pro- 
duced by the moxa, The next day, a new 
application of the moxa was 

May 3. He came again to the hospital ; 
the moxa was used on both sides of the arm, 
and on the 6th he presented himself quite 
well. Nointernal medicine was to. 
The case of another man, Thomas Black- 
well, was similar to the above described, 
and the result was equally favourable. 
Both patients have continued well. 


Spectator.—If the “ Lieutenant” be licens- 
ed by the Old Ladies, he may legally prac- 
tise as an apothecary, and for us to publish 
a letter without name, date, or place, would 


be a useless attempt to correct the abuse, 
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